	Правни факултет универзитета у крагујевцу

	Енглески језик 1

	Збирка текстова и вежбања

	

	Предметни наставник: Татјана Грујић

	2014-15.


Ова збирка одабраних текстова и вежбања намењена је студентима прве године Правног факултета Универзитета у Крагујевцу који енглески језик слушају као изборни предмет. Материјал у њој прилагођен је средњошколском нивоу знања (ниво Б1 Европског референтног оквира). Другим речима, да би студент могао да се служи њом потребно је да већ располаже извесним знањем енглеског језика, стеченим у оквиру формалног или неформалног образовања. Намена збирке је да помогне у процесу усвајања језика правне струке те је материјал одабран тако да садржи стручну правну терминологију док у исто време пружа општу слику и неопходне информације о правним системима и институцијама на енглеском говорном подручју.
Циљ овог предмета је да омогући студентима да овладају основним правним терминима и да прошире и продубе своја знања језичког система (граматике, лексике, синтаксе, семантике) и вештина (читања, слушања, говора, писања)  неопходних за разумевање специфичности језика правне науке. Настава ће бити усмерена на то да оспособи студенте  за читање  и разумевање разних врста правних текстова  различитих жанрова и да им омогући да унапреде  језичке, интер-персоналне и социјално - комуникацијске компетенције  и правне вештине за професионалне потребе. Од студената се очекује активно учешће у наставном процесу и спремност за самостални рад што ће, надамо се, обезбедити добру основу за даље самостално или институционално усавршавање енглеског језика правне струке.  

	Начин оцењивања на предмету


	Присуство и активност на предавањима – 15 поена

Присуство и активност на вежбама - 15 поена

Колоквијум - 10 поена

Контролни тест – 10  поена

Завршни испит – усмени дo 50 поена

	Литература


	обавезна
	Скрипта са избором оригиналних текстова различитих жанрова   

	
	допунска
	1. Vince, M. (2010). Intermediate Language Practice. Oxford: MacMillan Publishers Limited
2. Krois-Lindner, A., Firth M., Introduction to International Legal English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
3. F. Russel & C.Locke, English Law and Language, Cassell, London
4. Debra Lee, J.D & Charles Hall, American Legal English, the University of Michigan Press
5. Christine Rossini, English as a Legal Language, Kluwer Law International
6. H.C. Black, Black’s Law Dictionary, St. Paul, Minn, USA


UNIT 1
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WHAT IS MEANT BY LAW?
A. Lead in. Speaking.

Work in groups. Discuss the following questions. Note down some of your ideas. 
1. What are the symbols of law and justice? What do they stand for?

2. Why are laws important? What purpose do they serve?

3. What is justice? Why do people need justice?

4. How does the society protect the law and justice? What could happen if there were no laws/justice?

B. Lead in. Writing. 
Work in groups. Compose a short paragraph (50-70 words) about law and justice.  Pass the composition to the next group to read and compare.

C. Reading. Vocabulary focus.

Read the text below. Underline all legal terms in it.

Law is a system of rules, enforced through a set of institutions. It shapes politics, economics and society in numerous ways and serves as a primary social mediator of relations between people. Writing in 350 BC, the Greek philosopher Aristotle declared, "The rule of law is better than the rule of any individual."

Laws can be made by legislatures through legislation, the executive through decrees and regulations, or judges through binding precedents (normally in common law jurisdictions).
Legal systems elaborate rights and responsibilities in a variety of ways. Historically, a general distinction can be made between common law, also known as  case law  or  precedent law, which is  law developed by  judges through decisions of courts and similar tribunals.  By contrast, civil law (codified/continental law) is set on  statutes adopted through the legislative, parliamentary process or by the executive branch. 

The term "civil law" referring to a legal system should not be confused with "civil law" as a group of legal subjects distinct from criminal law. A third type of legal system—still accepted by some countries without separation of church and state—is religious law. The specific system that a country is ruled by is often determined by its history, connections with other countries, or its adherence to international standards. The sources that jurisdictions adopt as authoritatively binding are the defining features of any legal system. Yet classification is a matter of form rather than substance, since similar rules often prevail.

Law provides a rich source of scholarly inquiry, into legal history, philosophy, economic analysis or sociology. Law also raises important and complex issues concerning equality, fairness and justice. In a typical democracy, the central institutions for interpreting and creating law are the three main branches of government, namely an impartial judiciary, a democratic legislature, and an accountable executive. To implement and enforce the law and provide services to the public, a government's administration, police and military are vital.
D. Translation task. Translate the text above into Serbian.
E. Language focus. Collocations.
Complete the sentences below with one of the given words: impose, duties, justice, safety, order, freedoms, wrong, 
1. Do you know the difference between right and ________?

2. The police must protect law and ________ in a society.

3. Courts are there to ensure law and ________ for all.

4. Laws are made to provide for ________ and well-being but they make citizens aware of their rights and ________.
5. Laws give us rights and ________ but they also ________ duties and obligations.

F. Speaking. 

Express your opinion. Tell the class how you feel about the statements below.

1. Laws are made to be broken.
2. Justice is blind.
3. Where law ends, tyranny begins. 
4. Law links the past to the future. It is a story of our moral progress as a people.
G. Comprehension. Case study.
Read the text below and answer the comprehension questions.

A Somali Mahmod Mattan, was executed at Cardiff prison in 1952 for robbing a pawnbroker, Lily Volpert, of £100 and cutting her throat with a razor. At his trial, Mattan denied committing the murder, claiming that he had not been there at the time. The key evidence against him was an eye-witness Ben Rush, who swore that he had seen Mattan at the crime scene at the time of the murder. Mattan went to his death claiming his innocence.
For years, Mattan’s family fought for his conviction to be reviewed and overturned. At last, 36 years after the execution, the case came before the Court of Appeal in 1998. It was the first case to be reviewed by the new Criminal Cases Review Commission, set up to investigate possible miscarriages of justice.

The Commission discovered that the eye-witness’s description matched that of another Somali called Tehar Gass who had been in the pawnshop on the day of the murder. However, Gass was found to be insane on a different murder case which he committed in 1954. After his release from the mental hospital, he was deported back to Somalia. It was also revealed that Ben Rush was later convicted of the attempted murder of his own daugther – with a razor.

After the prosecution admitted there were many inconsistencies in the eye-witness’s evidence, the Court of Appeal expressed ‘’profound regret’’ at what had happened and decided that Mattan should never have been convicted. Consequently, Mattan’s record was cleared and the family was awarded monetary compensation.

Comprehension questions. Underline segments of the text that support your answers.

1. Did Mattan prove his innocence in the end?

2. What was Mattan’s conviction based on?

3. Was Mattan sentenced to capital punishment?

4. Was Rush Mattan’s accomplice in the crime?

5. Did Mattan’s family receive any financial reimbursement?
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Speaking. Discussion. Think about the questions below and share your opinion with the class. Compare your views with your colleague’s.
1. What made the miscarriages of justice possible?

2. Who is to blame for what happened?

3. What kind of mistakes caused it?

4. What legal and social issues does this case raise?

5. What can be done to prevent such errors?

6. How should the injured party be compensated in such cases?

UNITS 2-3 
LEGAL SYSTEMS AND SOURCES OF LAW. COMMON AND CIVIL CODE OF LAW
A. Lead in. Speaking.

Fill in the chart below writing your main ideas about different legal systems. Tell the class about it.

	European-Continental
	Common Law System
	Islamic

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


A legal system is a set of rules and mechanisms used by the government of a country in order to regulate the organization and working of a society. 
Here are some prompts to help you complete the table above.
Based on a religious book; based on common-law; based on Roman law and French civil code; originally based on the Anglo-Saxon system, but closer to the European-Continental legal system; judge-made law devised through court practice, customs and conventions; includes religious and traditional rights and customs; 

B. Reading. Focus on vocabulary.

Read the text below and underline legal terms in it.

Law, the body of official rules and regulations, is generally found in constitutions and legislations. It is used to govern relations in a society and control the behaviour of its citizens. In modern societies, Parliament is the law-making body called the legislature which has the authority to make and pass laws while the law enforcement agencies, such as the police, make sure that applicable laws are observed. In addition to legislation and enforcement, there is a body of legal professionals and the judiciary who are to apply the law.
In the paragraph above, identify and underline all the verbs that go together with the noun law.
C. Reading. Focus on comprehension. Read the text below several times to make sure you understand it correctly.
Most nations today follow one of two major legal traditions: common law or civil law. The common law tradition emerged in England during the Middle Ages and was applied within British colonies across continents. The civil law tradition developed in continental Europe at the same time and was applied in the colonies of European imperial powers such as Spain and Portugal. Civil law was also adopted in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries by countries formerly possessing distinctive legal traditions, such as Russia and Japan, that sought to reform their legal systems in order to gain economic and political power comparable to that of Western European nation-states.

Common law is generally uncodified. This means that there is no comprehensive compilation of legal rules and statutes. While common law does rely on some scattered statutes, which are legislative decisions, it is largely based on precedent, meaning the judicial decisions that have already been made in similar cases. These precedents are maintained over time through the records of the courts as well as historically documented in collections of case law known as yearbooks and reports. The precedents to be applied in the decision of each new case are determined by the presiding judge. As a result, judges have an enormous role in shaping American and British law. Common law functions as an adversarial system, a contest between two opposing parties before a judge who moderates. A jury of ordinary people without legal training decides on the facts of the case. The judge then determines the appropriate sentence based on the jury’s verdict.

Civil Law, in contrast, is codified. Countries with civil law systems have comprehensive, continuously updated legal codes that specify all matters capable of being brought before a court, the applicable procedure, and the appropriate punishment for each offense. Such codes distinguish between different categories of law: substantive law establishes which acts are subject to criminal or civil prosecution, procedural law establishes how to determine whether a particular action constitutes a criminal act, and penal law establishes the appropriate penalty. In a civil law system, the judge’s role is to establish the facts of the case and to apply the provisions of the applicable code. Though the judge often brings the formal charges, investigates the matter, and decides on the case, he or she works within a framework established by a comprehensive, codified set of laws. The judge’s decision is consequently less crucial in shaping civil law than the decisions of legislators and legal scholars who draft and interpret the codes.

D. Comprehension. Look at the statements below and determine whether they are true or false. Underline segments in the text above that support your answer.

1. Common law was first developed in British colonies.

2. Russia and Japan do not apply civil law.

3. Complete codes of civil law generally do not exist.

4. Precedents influence all future decisions in similar cases in civil law.

5. The role of a judge is more important in common than in civil law.

6. In common law, the jury determines the sentence.

E. Translation task 1. Work in pairs. Translate the text above into Serbian.

F. Translation task 2. Read the text below and try to translate it into Serbian.
Civil law
codificationsCivil law is the legal system used in most countries around the world today. In civil law the sources recognised as authoritative are, primarily, legislation—especially  in constitutions or statutes passed by government. Codifications date back millennia, with one early example being the Babylonian Codex Hammurabi. 

Modern civil law systems essentially derive from the legal practice of the Roman Empire whose texts were rediscovered in medieval Europe. Roman law in the days of the Roman Republic and Empire was heavily procedural, and lacked a professional legal class.  Instead of an advocate person, iudex, was chosen to adjudicate. Precedents were not reported, so any case law that developed remained unrecognised. Each case was to be decided afresh from the laws of the state, which mirrors the unimportance of judges' decisions for future cases in civil law systems today. 

During the 6th century AD in the Eastern Roman Empire, the Emperor Justinian I codified and consolidated the laws that had existed in Rome. As one legal historian wrote, "Justinian consciously looked back to the golden age of Roman law and aimed to restore it to the peak it had reached three centuries before." Western Europe, meanwhile, slowly slipped into the Dark Ages, and it was not until the 11th century that scholars in the University of Bologna rediscovered the texts and used them to interpret their own laws. Civil law codifications based closely on Roman law, alongside some influences from religious laws such as Canon law, continued to spread throughout Europe until the Enlightenment; then, in the 19th century, both France, with the Code Civil, and Germany, with the Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch, modernised their legal codes. Both these codes influenced heavily not only the law systems of the countries in continental Europe, but also the Japanese and Korean legal traditions. Today countries that have civil law systems range from Russia and China to most of Central and Latin America. 

G.  Dictionary definitions. 

Complete the dictionary definitions with the correct word. (Source: Legal English File, p. 33). The words are: a law, a code, a statute, an act, a precedent, case law, common law, statutory law. The definitions are:
1. ________ is an individual rule which is part of a legal system.
2. ________ is a single written document, formally adopted and enacted by a legislative body such as Parliament which sets out a legal rule which becomes a law in a specific area.

3. ________ is a body of written (codified) principles and rules of law which are laid down in statutes.

4. _______ is a set of legislative acts containing legal provisions on a specific area of law; it is given the force of law by a law-making body such as Parliament.

5. _______ is a complete written collection of the existing statutes, laws, rules, and regulations which are enacted as a new and systematic system of positive law.

6. _______ is a judgment (court-decision) or a judge-made legal rule in landmark cases which is used as a binding authority for adjudicating subsequent cases that include similar facts or issues.
7. _______ is a body of uncodified, judge-made law based on customs, conventions, and case precedents.

8. _______ is a body of law set out in judicial decision, and recorded in reports on decided landmark cases.

H. Focus on comprehension. Read the text below and fill in the blanks using the following words: applying, code, written, flexible, interpreting, judicial, legislative, provisions, precedents, standards, unwritten.

The mechanisms and rules of a legal system are contained in different sources of law. A source of law refers to the origin for the law of the land as the basis from which the entire legal system draws its legal regulation (legislation). Some of these sources of law are written (e.g. the Bible, the Constitution, statutes, codes, administrative rules and regulations, treaties, resolutions, declarations, recommendations) and others are unwritten (e.g. custom, conventions, case law). Here is a summary of the sources of law in the civil and common law legal systems. Please, read it carefully and think about the words that might be suitable for the blanks. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 33).

The sources of law are both ________ (such as statutes or acts of Parliament) and ________ sources (based on uncodified case law). A key difference between common and civil legal systems is in their view of the sources of law. 

In civil law systems, the law is derived from a ________ or statute which is enacted by a ________ body such as Parliament. As laws are adopted in Parliament, the judges do not make new laws, and task of the court is deductive: to adjudicate a case by ________ a written rule provided in codes, statutes or the Constitution.

On the other hand, in common law systems, the courts have to consider not only the statutory ________ but also the extensive body of uncodified case law. By interpreting the decisions of previously adjudicated cases, the judges in higher courts are entitled to make new laws and set new legal ________ (principles) which subsequent courts will apply in the future when deciding the legal issues of a similar kind. The important ________ decisions in those landmark cases are called judicial ________. In common law systems, more law stems from judicial precedents than from legislative enactments. As new rules have inductively evolved from court decisions, this is regarded as a strength because the system remains ________ and responsive to the ever-changing reality of human life.
I. Common law. Translation task. Read the text below and translate the selected segments into Serbian. 
Common law is the legal system where decisions by courts are explicitly acknowledged to be legal sources. The "doctrine of precedent", or stare decisis (Latin for "to stand by decisions") means that decisions by higher courts bind lower courts.  In cases where the parties disagree on what the law is, a common law court looks to past precedential decisions of relevant courts. If a similar dispute has been resolved in the past, the court is usually bound to follow the reasoning used in the prior decision. Common law originated from England and has been inherited by almost every country once tied to the British Empire (except Malta, Scotland, the U.S. state of Louisiana, and the Canadian province of Quebec). One third of the world's population live in common law jurisdictions or in systems mixed with civil law. 

In medieval England, the Norman conquest led to a unification of various tribal customs and hence a law "common" to the whole country. Perhaps influenced by Islamic legal practices around the time of the Crusades, the common law developed when the English monarchy had been weakened by the enormous cost of fighting for control over large parts of France. King John had been forced by his barons to sign a document limiting his authority to pass laws. This "great charter" or Magna Carta of 1215 also required that the King's  judges hold their courts and judgments at "a certain place" rather than dispensing autocratic justice in unpredictable places around the country. A concentrated and elite group of judges acquired a dominant role in law-making under this system, and compared to its European counterparts the English judiciary became highly centralised. In 1297, for instance, while the highest court in France had fifty-one judges, the English Court of Common Pleas had five. 

This powerful and tight-knit judiciary gave rise to a rigid and inflexible system of common law. As a result, as time went on, increasing numbers of citizens petitioned the King to override the common law, and on the King's behalf the Lord Chancellor gave judgment to do what was equitable in a case. From the time of Sir Thomas More, the first lawyer to be appointed as Lord Chancellor, a systematic body of equity grew up alongside the rigid common law, and developed its own Court of Chancery. At first, equity was often criticised as erratic, that it varied according to the the Chancellor’s will. But over time, it developed solid principles, especially under Lord Eldon. In the 19th century the two systems were fused into one another. 

As for the United States, at both the federal and state levels,  law  was originally largely derived from the common law system of English law, which was in force at the time of the Revolutionary War. However, U.S. law has diverged greatly from its English ancestor both in terms of substance and procedure, and has incorporated a number of civil law innovations.
J. Grammar focus. Adjectives. Use appropriate prefix to make the adjectives below negative.

Common – 
Legal –

Relevant – 

Predictable – 

Flexible-

K. Complete the sentences below using the words from exercise I.

1. Judges should be ___________ and stick strictly to the letter of the law.

2. It is __________ in most countries to buy and sell drugs.

3. It is not _________ to see people begging in streets in India.
4. Do not present __________ facts in court if you want to be taken seriously.

5. Nobody knew what he would do next because his behavior was quite _________.

L. Comparison of adjectives. Use the most appropriate form of the adjectives in brackets to complete the sentences below.

1. Some court decisions are ___________________ (relevant) than others.

2. There were only five judges in _______________ (high) court in England.

3. It is _____________ (important) to be fair than to be well-liked.

4. Decisions of higher courts bind __________ (low) courts.

5. What makes you a _________ (good) judge than him?
M. Focus on vocabulary. Legal terms. Match the definition with the correct term. (Source: Legal English File, p. 32)
Terms: court of law, legal proceedings, legislation, judgment, legislature (legislators), the judiciary, law enforcement body, legal system, source of law.

Definitions:

1. The entire body of judges in a country
2. A public institution that has authority to try criminals, resolve disputes, or make other legal decisions.
3. A legal action taken before a court
4. A judicial decision brought on a case in a court of law
5. A public authority (such as the police) that has the power and responsibility to enforce the law
6. A law-making body of the elected government which is authorized to write and pass laws
7. The entire body of laws passed by the officially constituted legislative branch of the government
8. The origin or starting point on the grounds of which legal regulation is developed within a legal system.
9. A set of legal principles and rules enacted by the law-making bodies of a state, recognized by its citizens as binding, and enforceable by public authorities.
N. Speaking and writing. Think about the questions below. Discuss your answers with a partner. Compose a short paragraph (50-70 words) to sum up what you have learnt about legal systems.

1. What legal systems are there? 

2. How did individual laws become part of a system of law?

3. What are the origins of law?

4. Where did the origins of law come from?

5. How did the old systems of law influence the laws we have today?

6. What are the sources of law?

7. What sources of law are legal systems based on?

8. How does precedent make law more flexible?

9. What are in your opinion the advantages/disadvantages of the common law/civil law legal system?

UNIT 4

ORIGINS OF AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM

A. Lead in. Speaking. Independence war. Tell the class what you know about the War of Independence. Here are some prompts to help you remember.
1. Increased taxes

2. Empire and its colonies

3. American rebel army commanded by George Washington

4. France, Spain and the Dutch republic secretly aided the revolutionaries.

5. Boston tea party.

6. No taxation without representation.

B. Reading. Focus on comprehension. Read the text below several times before answering the comprehension questions.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

With newly-gained American independence came a certain political antipathy toward English law, resulting in the creation of several early statutes prohibiting the citation of any English decision handed down after independence. Loyalist attorneys returned to England, and those that stayed to seize political or judicial posts under the new government found much of their talents and expertise no longer in demand. The quality of lawyers in the states was inferior to the systemically-trained professionals of England. Early American lawyers were generally self-taught and self-read. Respected laypersons were often elected or appointed as judges to fill the gap and keep up with the newly burgeoning nation. During the early 1800s, the state of Rhode Island had a farmer serving as its chief justice, as well as a blacksmith serving as a member of its highest court. As the volume of new American case law grew, the uncertainty of earlier parochial court decisions gave way to more predictable and standard outcomes. Local judges increasingly strove to shape their own decisions so as to provide consistency with that of other regional (and eventually, state) jurisdictions.

By the end of the Civil War (1860s), the influence of English law upon America was negligible, although familiar procedures, vocabulary, and conceptual approaches to legal jurisprudence survived and were incorporated into American law. Source http://attorneys.uslegal.com/licensing-of-attorneys/history/formation-of-an-early-american-legal-system/
Comprehension questions.
1. Did the Americans keep English law after the liberation?

2. Did all the American lawyers return to England because they were loyal to the crown?

3. Could an amateur (a non-expert) be appointed as judge in post-revolutionary America?

4. Were any aspects of English law preserved after the Revolution?

5. Could American lawyers of the time compete with their English colleagues in terms of expertise and education?
C. Translation task. Use a dictionary to look up any new words before translating the text below into Serbian.
The American legal system remains firmly within the common law tradition brought to the North American colonies from England. Yet traces of the civil law tradition and its importance in the hemisphere maybe found within state legal traditions across the United States. Most prominent is the example of Louisiana, where state law is based on civil law as a result of Louisiana’s history as a French and Spanish territory prior to its purchase from France in 1803. Many of the southwestern states reflect traces of civil law influence in their state constitutions and codes from their early legal heritage as territories of colonial Spain and Mexico. California, for instance, has a state civil code organized into sections that echo traditional Roman civil law categories pertaining to persons, things, and actions; yet the law contained within California’s code is mostly common law.

And while Blackstone prevails as the principal source for pre-American precedent in the law, it is interesting to note that there is still room for the influence of Roman civil law in American legal tradition. The founding fathers and their contemporaries educated in the law knew not only the work of English jurists such as Blackstone, but also the work of the great civil law jurists and theorists. Thomas Jefferson, for example, owned several editions of Justinian’s Institutes, and praised the first American translated edition from 1812, with its notes and annotations on the parallels with English law, for its usefulness to American lawyers. Indeed, a famous example of its use is the 1805 case of Pierson v. Post, in which a New York judge, deciding on a case that involved a property dispute between two hunters over a fox, cited a Roman law principle on the nature and possession of wild animals from the Institutes as the precedent for his decision. Today Pierson v. Post is often one of the first property law cases taught to American law students. United States v. Robbins, a 1925 California case that went to the Supreme Court and paved the way for the state’s modern community property laws, was based upon a concept of community property that California inherited not from English common law but from legal customs of Visigothic Spain that dated to the fifth century CE. Cases such as these illuminate the rich history that unites and divides the civil and common law traditions and are a fascinating reminder of the ancient origins of modern law.

Source: https://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/robbins/CommonLawCivilLawTraditions.html
D. Focus on grammar. Adverbs. Determine the correct position of adverbs in the sentences below.
1. Americans (had often difficulty) finding expert judges.

2. A lawyer (always should be polite) to his clients.

3. Common law (never is applied) in Serbia.

4. There (occasionally problems are) when applying law.

5. At first, laypersons (not could adequately) apply law in post-war America.

6. Judges (increasingly became) skilled at hearing cases.

E. Focus on grammar. Complete the sentences below changing the adjective in brackets into an adverb.

Don't drive so _______!Slow down before you kill us all!  (quick) Try not to speak too ________ when you're with Juan. He doesn't understand.  (fast) [image: image3]
I couldn't hear you very _______ on the phone. The line was bad.  (good) [image: image4]
Chelsea lost 3-0 because they played________. (bad) [image: image5]
I never get up _______ at the weekend.  (early) [image: image6]
We were disappointed with the restaurant. The food was _________ awful.  (real) 

The footballer's performances got ________ better as he got fitter.  (steady)
Walk ________ -  the stairs are wet and slippery.  (careful) [image: image7]
You shouldn't work so ________. You'll have a heart attack one of these days.  (hard). I've decided to fire Steve Jones. He arrived ________ for the meeting again.  (late). [image: image8]
F. Writing. In a short paragraph (approximately 100 words) summarize what you have learnt about the history of American law.
UNIT 5 
BRITISH PARLIAMENT
A. Lead in. Speaking. Tell the class what you know about the parliamentary system in Britain. Here are some prompts.

House of Lords, House of Commons, MP, PM, the Queen, the Cabinet, ministers, Number Ten,
Her Majesty's Government
B. Translation task. Read the text below carefully before translating it into Serbian.
Her Majesty's Government, commonly referred to as   HMG, the British Government or Whitehall (where most of its departments are located), is the central government of the United Kingdom. Under the unwritten British constitution, executive authority lies with the monarch, although this authority is exercised only by, or on the advice of, the Prime Minister and the Cabinet. Her Majesty's Government is the collective name for these ministers, and it is effectively an executive authority for the UK.

The government is led by the Prime Minister, who is appointed by the monarch  to command a majority in the House of Commons. The Prime Minister is based at 10 Downing Street, which along with most government departments, is located in Westminster. In practice, the Prime Minister selects the other members of the government and their appointment is confirmed by the Queen. 

The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the supreme legislative body in the United Kingdom and British overseas territories. It alone has parliamentary sovereignty, conferring upon it ultimate power over all other political bodies in the UK and its territories. At its head is the Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II.

The parliament is bicameral, with an upper house, the House of Lords, and a lower house, the House of Commons. The Queen is the third component of the legislature. The House of Lords includes two different types of members: the Lords Spiritual (the senior bishops of the Church of England) and the Lords Temporal (members of the Peerage) whose members are not elected by the population at large, but are appointed by the Sovereign on advice of the Prime Minister. House of Commons is a democratically elected chamber with elections to it held at least every 5 years. The two Houses meet in separate chambers in the Palace of Westminster (commonly known as the "Houses of Parliament"). By constitutional convention, all government ministers, including the Prime Minister, are members of the House of Commons and are thereby technically accountable to the respective branches of the legislature.

The Parliament of England had itself evolved from the early medieval councils that advised the sovereigns of England. England has been called "the mother of parliaments", its democratic institutions having set the standards for many democracies throughout the world, and the United Kingdom parliament is the largest Anglophone legislative body in the world. In theory, supreme legislative power is vested in the Queen-in-Parliament; in practice in modern times, real power is vested in the House of Commons; the Sovereign generally acts on the advice of the Prime Minister and the powers of the House of Lords are limited. 

In modern times the Prime Minister must always be an elected member of Parliament (MP) and therefore accountable to the House of Commons. Under the UK system the Government is required by convention and for practical reasons to maintain the confidence of the House of Commons. It requires the support of the House of Commons for budget bills and in order to pass primary legislation. By convention if a government loses the confidence of the House of Commons it must either resign or a General Election is held. The support of the Lords, while useful to the government in getting its legislation passed without delay, is not vital. The House of Commons is so the responsible House. 

C. Look at the text above and say whether the statements below are true or false.
1. Lords Spiritual sit in the House of Commons.

2. The Prime Minister does not have to be an elected member of Parliament.

3. The Government does not have to have the confidence of the House of Commons.
4. In practice, though not in theory, the House of Commons has the real power rather than the Queen.

5. The fact that the parliament is bicameral implies that the work is done by the Queen and the elected MPs.

6. The Government ministers usually come from the House of Lords.
D. Match the legal terms and the definitions (Source: Legal English Files, p. 90). The terms are: a sovereign, a general election, a by-election, a constituency, an MP, Law Lords, Lords Temporal and Lords Spiritual. The definitions are:

a) The member of Parliament elected in elections to sit in the House of Commons

b) Supreme ruler or monarch of a state.

c) An electoral area where MPs are elected to represent the area in the House of Commons.

d) Eleven Lords of Appeal in their constitutional role as supreme court judges.

e) An election held to chose a new member of parliament when a member has resigned, retired or died.

f) British peers, bishops and archbishops who sit in the House of Lords.

g) A process in which people vote on the national, state and local levels in order to chose their representatives for official government positions.

E. Focus on vocabulary. Fill in the gaps in the text below using one of the following words for each blank: box, campaign, commission, constituency, constituents, minority, paper, parliamentary, political, register, stations, silence, voluntary. (Source: Legal English File, p. 92)
General ________ elections to the House of Commons are an important part of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system. After the Queen has been asked to dissolve Parliament, the Prime Minister calls a general election. General elections take place ever four or five years, usually on a Thursday which has become a traditional day for general elections.

According to the Election law, the country is divided into ________ areas. Any British citizen over the age of 21 may stand for ________ to Parliament, providing that he or she is selected and approved either by their ________ party or by an independent group of citizens in their ________. The UK is divided into 650 constituencies, each of which returns one MP who is elected for a maximum term of five years. All voters who are entered in the electoral ________ make the electoral body, which is also called the ________. However, voting is completely ________. Everyone over the age of 18 can vote, except for the members of the House of Lords, judges and other civil servants, members of the regular army and police forces, and mentally impaired citizens.
After the elections have been scheduled, the parties and candidates start the election ________, which usually takes about 3 weeks. In that period, candidates promote their programs, try to convince the voters to vote for them and increase the turnout on the election day. Although there are no clear restrictions, it is common that the campaign usually stops 24 hours before the election day in order to allow for the campaign ________, a cooling off period after a heated campaign for the purpose of reducing tensions and allowing the voters some time to reflect. 

On the election day, citizens can vote at their polling ________, which are open from 8 am to 8 pm. A voter votes in private (behind a screen) by marking only one candidate on the ballot ________, and then each voter casts the vote in the ballot-________. The candidate with a simple majority of votes wins; an absolute majority is not a requisite for election. When all the ballots have been counted, the electoral ________ declares the results of the poll. The candidates who have won their seats in the House of Commons do not represent their political party but their ________ in Parliament.

After the elections, the leader of the party that has won the majority of seats in Parliament becomes Prime Minister. He forms the Cabinet, which is accountable for running the country during the Government’s term of office. The largest ________ party becomes the Opposition, whose task is to control and criticize the Government.

F. Speaking. Compare the election process in Britain and Serbia by commenting on the statements below.

1. General parliamentary elections take place every four or five years.
2. Everyone over the age of 18 can vote in an election.

3. Any citizen over the age of 21 may stand for election to Parliament.
4. In order to be eligible to vote, all voters must be registered in the electoral register.

5. Members of the police, the army, the judiciary and mentally impaired citizens may not vote in elections.

6. Twenty-four hours before the election day, parties mustn’t disturb the campaign silence.

7. Voters have to vote by a secret ballot behind a screen and cast their vote in a ballot box.

8. Voters mustn’t put any additional mark on the ballot paper. Such votes shall not be counted.

9. The old, the sick and incapacitated citizens may send their votes by post. 

10.  The election process is usually observed by relevant international organizations and NGOs.
G. Focus on grammar. Look at the sentences from the exercise above. Rewrite them in the space provided below replacing the underlined words with synonymous verbs/expressions.

1. Everyone over the age of 18 can vote in an election.
_________________________________________.
2. Any citizen over the age of 21 may stand for election to Parliament.
____________________________________________.
3. In order to be eligible to vote, all voters must be registered in the electoral register.
___________________________________________.
4. Members of the police, the army, the judiciary and mentally impaired citizens may not vote in elections.
__________________________________________.
5. Twenty-four hours before the election day, parties mustn’t disturb the campaign silence.
___________________________________________.
6. Voters have to vote by a secret ballot behind a screen and cast their vote in a ballot box.
___________________________________________.
7. Voters mustn’t put any additional mark on the ballot paper. Such votes shall not be counted.
___________________________________________.
8. The old, the sick and incapacitated citizens may send their votes by post. 
___________________________________________.
H. Focus on writing. In a short essay (approximately 100 words) describe the election process in Serbia.

I. Focus on grammar. Modal verbs. Choose the most appropriate modal to complete the sentences below.

1. Why ________ (can/should) I care about your problems?

2. They give her a lot of presents. They _______ (can/must) really love her.

3. We simply _________ (should/must) go out tonight.
4. Everyone who crosses the border ________ (must/should) show his/her passport.

5. New election ________ (will/can) take place in three years.

6. __________ (can/must) you please be nicer to your brother?

7. There’s a chance I’ll win the lottery. I ________ (would/might) become a millionaire.

8. I’m sure you’re pleased with your new job. It ________ (would/must) be very exciting.

UNIT 6
BRITISH MONARCHY
A. Lead in. Discussion. Think about the questions below and share your thoughts with the class.

1. What do you think being a queen/a king is like?

2. What was it like in the past?

3. What is it like today?

4. If you were a monarch of an imaginary kingdom, how would you rule it?

5. What do you know about the British Royal family?
B. The Role of the Monarch. Focus on comprehension. Read the text below and use the appropriate linker to complete the blanks. Choose from: in spite of, even though, as, but, in order to, however, both, although. 

The UK is a parliamentary democracy because the system of government is based on the supremacy of Parliament and the rule of law. The principle of separation of powers is established __________ prevent tyranny and the concentration of power in the hands of one person, either the sovereign or a group of people. The British monarch (the Queen) is not only the Head if State _______ also an integral part of the legislature, the head of the executive and the head of the judiciary. The monarch is ________ the commander-in-chief of the army and the supreme governor of the Church of England. ________ the monarch has roles and powers in all branches of government, he or she never acts alone. ________ Head of State, the monarch has the power to cede and receive territory, to declare war and make peace. Moreover, the monarch can grant a Royal Pardon. It is the monarch who traditionally summons, dismisses and dissolves Parliament, but it is the Parliament that is responsible for making laws. ________, the monarch must approve a new act of Parliament by giving her Royal Assent (by signing the act). Traditionally, the monarch invites the Prime Minister to form the Government. The monarch’s consent is also required when the Cabinet is formed. ________ having certain roles and powers in all branches of government, the Queen’s political role is largely traditional, ceremonial and diplomatic. _________ the position of the monarch nowadays is a ceremonial one, the Queen is still seen as an important symbol of national identity.
C. Translation task 1. British Monarchy. Read the text below several times before translating it into Serbian.
The British Monarch, currently Queen Elizabeth II, is the Chief of State of the United Kingdom. The Queen takes little direct part in government, and must remain strictly neutral in political affairs. However, the legal authority known as the Crown remains the source of the executive power used by the Government. These powers are known as Royal Prerogative and can be used for a vast number of things. Prerogative powers were originally exercised by the monarch acting alone, without an observed requirement for parliamentary consent. In modern times, these powers have been generally exercised on the advice of the Prime Minister or the Cabinet, who in turn is accountable to Parliament.  Her Majesty’s Government, the Prime Minister, also has weekly meetings with the sovereign.

D. Translation task 2. The Magna Carta – a Historical Source of Common Law.
The Magna Carta was signed in June 1215 between the barons of Medieval England and King John. 'Magna Carta' is Latin and means "Great Charter". The Magna Carta was one of the most important documents of Medieval England.

[image: image9]
It was signed (by royal seal) between the feudal barons and King John at Runnymede near Windsor Castle. The document was a series of written promises between the king and his subjects that he, the king, would govern England and deal with its people according to the customs of feudal law. Magna Carta was an attempt by the barons to stop a king - in this case John - abusing his power with the people of England suffering.

Why would a king - who was meant to be all powerful in his own country - agree to the demands of the barons who were meant to be below him in authority?

England had for some years owned land in France. The barons had provided the king with both money and men to defend this territory. Traditionally, the king had always consulted the barons before raising taxes (as they had to collect it) and demanding more men for military service (as they had to provide the men). This was all part of the Feudal System. 

So long as English kings were militarily successful abroad, relations with the barons were good. But John was not very successful in his military campaigns abroad. His constant demands for more money and men angered the barons. By 1204, John had lost his land in northern France. In response to this, John introduced high taxes without asking the barons. This was against feudal law and accepted custom. 

John made mistakes in other areas as well. He angered the Roman Catholic Church. The pope, vexed by John's behaviour, banned all church services in England in 1207. Religion, and the fear of Hell, were very important to the people including the barons. The Catholic Church taught the people that they could only gain entrance to Heaven if the Catholic Church believed that they were good enough to get there. How could they show their goodness and love of God if the churches were shut ? Even worse for John was the fact that the pope excommunicated him in 1209. This meant that John could never get to Heaven until the pope withdrew the excommunication. Faced with this, John climbed down and accepted the power of the Catholic Church, giving them many privileges in 1214.

1214 was a disastrous year for John for another reason. Once again, he suffered military defeat in an attempt to get back his territory in northern France. He returned to London demanding more money from taxes. This time the barons were not willing to listen. They rebelled against his power. The barons captured London. However, they did not defeat John entirely and by the Spring of 1215, both sides were willing to discuss matters. The result was the Magna Carta.

Source: http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/magna_carta.htm

E. Speaking. Focus on grammar. Expressing the past. [image: image10]Reconstruct and write down the story about the Magna Carta using the prompts below. Use the verbs in the past tense.

- one of the most famous historical sources of common law

- a constitutional document

- also known as the Great Charter

- a formal settlement between the English King and the feudal barons

- barons wanted a reform of the law and more individual rights

- king’s refusal would have represented a threat to his rule

- king’s powers limited

- includes freedom of trade, the freedom of the Church, and regulates the behavior of royal officials

- king no longer above the law

- individual rights and limitations to the monarch’s power clearly asserted.

UNIT 7
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM
(Midterm review: translation task)
Federal Government of the United States
A. Translation task. Read the text below several times before translating the assigned sections into Serbian.
The federal government of the United States is the central government entity established by the United States Constitution, which shares sovereignty over the United States with the governments of the individual U.S. states. The federal government has three branches: the legislative, executive, and judicial whose powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution in the Congress, the President, and the federal courts. Through a system of separation of powers and the system of "checks and balances," each of these branches has some authority to act on its own, some authority to regulate the other two branches, and has some of its own authority, in turn, regulated by the other branches. The policies of the federal government have a broad impact on both the domestic and foreign affairs of the United States. In addition, the powers of the federal government as a whole are limited by the Constitution, which, per the Tenth Amendment, states that all powers not expressly assigned to the federal government “are reserved to the states or to the people”. 

Legislative branch

The United States Congress is the legislative branch of the federal government. It is bicameral, comprising the House of Representatives and the Senate. House seats (440 members) are apportioned among the states by population; in contrast, each state has two Senators, regardless of population. There are a total of 100 senators (as there are currently 50 states), who serve six-year terms. Each congressional chamber (House or Senate) has particular exclusive powers—the Senate must give "advice and consent" to many important Presidential appointments, and the House must introduce any bills for the purpose of raising revenue. The consent of both chambers is required to pass any legislation, which then may only become law by being signed by the President; if the President vetoes such legislation, however, both houses of Congress must then repass the legislation, but by a two-thirds majority of each chamber, in order to make such legislation law without the need for the President's signature. The powers of Congress are limited to those enumerated in the Constitution; all other powers are reserved to the states and the people. The United States Capitol is the seat of government for Congress.

Judicial branch
Supreme CourtThe  is the highest court in the federal court system. The court deals with matters pertaining to the federal government, disputes between states, and interpretation of the United States Constitution, and can declare legislation or executive action made at any level of the government as unconstitutional, nullifying the law and creating precedent for future law and decisions. Below the Supreme Court are the courts of appeals, and below them in turn are the district courts, which are the general trial courts for federal law. Separate from, but not entirely independent of, this federal court system are the individual court systems of each state, each dealing with its own laws and having its own court rules and procedures.

The supreme court of each state is the final authority on the interpretation of that state's laws and constitution. A case may be appealed from a state court to the U.S. Supreme Court only if there is a federal question (an issue arising under the U.S. Constitution, or laws/treaties of the United States). The relationship between federal and state laws is extremely complex and confusing as a result of the unique nature of American federalism. Together the laws of the federal and state governments form U.S. law.

The federal judiciary consists of the U.S. Supreme Court, whose justices are appointed for life by the President and confirmed by the Senate, and various "lower" or "inferior courts," among which are the courts of appeals and district courts. The U.S. district courts are the "trial courts" where cases are filed and decided. The United States courts of appeals are "appellate courts" that hear appeals of cases decided by the district courts. 

The Constitution safeguards judicial independence by providing that federal judges shall hold office "during good behaviour"; in practice, this usually means they serve until they die, retire, or resign. A judge who commits an offence while in office may be impeached in the same way as the President or other officials of the federal government. U.S. judges are appointed by the President, subject to confirmation by the Senate. Another Constitutional provision prohibits Congress from reducing the pay of any judge. Congress is able to set a lower salary for all future judges that take office after the reduction, but may not decrease the rate of pay for judges already in office.

Executive branch
The executive power in the federal government is vested in the President of the United States, although power is often delegated to the Cabinet members and other officials. 

B. Focus on comprehension. Based on what you read above, reconstruct the description of the judicial system in the US below (put the paragraphs in the correct order). Source (Legal English Files, p. 57)

A) The Federal Courts of Appeals hear appeals and review decisions of the district courts within their areas (circuits). There are 13 Circuit Courts of Appeal, which ease the burden on the Supreme Court. Appeals courts do not hear appeals on questions of fact but only on questions of law and procedure. After the trial in a federal trial court, the appeals court decides if the trial court has made a mistake in applying the law or the rules of procedure. A discontent party may petition the Supreme Court to hear the case.
B) The courts in the USA have a powerful influence on all levels of government, but it is difficult to speak of a single uniform judicial system because, apart from the federal court system, each state has its own court system. The court system is organized into state courts, federal courts and army courts. Some legal problems are resolved entirely on the state level; others are handled entirely by the federal courts.

C) State courts have jurisdiction in both civil and criminal cases on the state level. They are further divided into state trial courts, intermediate appellate courts, and the state supreme courts. A dissatisfied party may first petition the State Court of Appeal, and then appeal to the State Supreme Court to review the ruling of the State Court of Appeal.

D) Although the caseload of the courts is heavy for all three levels of the federal judiciary (district courts, courts of appeal and the US Supreme Court), the lion’s share of judicial processes takes place in the state courts. In interpreting the laws and adjudicating case, all courts are bound by how other courts of equal or superior rank have previously interpreted a law. Litigants try to distinguish the facts of their particular case from those that produced the earlier decisions. This is known as the principle of state decisis, or judicial precedent. In cases when courts have different interpretations of the law, inconsistencies are resolved by higher-instance courts. Some of the rulings in these landmark cases become the law of the entire nation.

E) The federal court system is divided into three separate levels: federal trial courts, appellate courts, and the US Supreme Court. Federal courts have jurisdiction in all criminal and civil cases involving the federal law, government and officers, as well as in cases between states, citizens of different states, other countries and their citizens. The Federal District Courts are the lowest courts in the federal system. There are 94 district courts, which are trial courts (judge or jury trial courts of first instance) for adjudicating federal level cases.

F) The Supreme Court is the highest court in the country which has both original jurisdiction (to hear a case for the first time) and appellate jurisdiction (to hear appeals and review cases decided by lower courts). There are 9 justices of the Supreme Court (the Chief Justice and 8 Associate Justices), who are appointed by the President and confirmed with the consent of the Congress. Like all federal judges, they serve for life unless they choose to retire or they are impeached (removed from office for misconduct) by the Congress. The Supreme Court interprets the federal legislation and decides whether the decisions of the lower courts and laws passed by the states or the federal government are constitutional, i.e. if they are in accord with the American Constitution and the Bill of Rights. It also considers cases where there is a conflict between the laws of different states or between a state and the federal government. The justices have discretion to decide which cases they will review; they bring 80-90 full opinion decisions a year, which cannot be appealed to any other court. As they review legal disputes concerning important public issues (such as human rights and civil liberties) they have an important policy-making role.
C. Focus on grammar. Expressing the present. Supply the appropriate form of the verbs in brackets.
Mary and I [image: image11.wmf]

(work) in the same office, but we're completely different. She [image: image12.wmf]

(like) coffee, but I [image: image13.wmf]

(like) tea. She [image: image14.wmf]

(wash) her car every weekend, but I never [image: image15.wmf]

(clean) mine. She [image: image16.wmf]

(smile) all the time at work, but I [image: image17.wmf]

(feel) miserable. I [image: image18.wmf]

(complain) about the boss all the time, but Mary [image: image19.wmf]

(think) the boss is a nice person. When I [image: image20.wmf]

(finish) work, I like to drink beer with my friends, but Mary [image: image21.wmf]

(study) at night school. The boss [image: image22.wmf]

(think) Mary is perfect, but she [image: image23.wmf]

(drive) me nuts!

D. Focus on grammar. Distinguishing between present simple and progressive. Choose the form that best completes the sentences below.

1. I can’t come to the phone now – I have/am having a shower.

2. I hardly ever go/am going to the cinema.

3. He never takes/is taking his girlfriend out.

4. Look at the funny dog those children take/are taking for a walk.

5. Why do you eat/are you eating that hamburger when you’ve just had your supper?

6. Do you eat/are you eating chocolate when you are depressed?

7. Oh, please, shut up. I don’t ask you/am not asking you for advice!

8. Do you live/are you living in a house or a flat?

9. My landlady has thrown me out of my old flat, so I live/am living with some of my friends till I find a new one.

10. - Has your mother retired? 

      - No, she still works/is still working for the same company.
UNIT 8

LEGISLATIVE AND COURT SYSTEMS

A. Lead in. Focus on vocabulary. Confusing legal terms. Match the words and definitions. (Source: Legal English Files, p.53) The words are: judge, jury, juror, jurist, judicial, the judiciary, judicature, a judgment, jurisdiction, jurisprudence. The definitions are:
a) A final judicial decision on a case rendered by a court of law.

b) A general term for a legal scholar or a person who is an expert in law

c) Relating to the legal court system and the judgments made in a court

d) Person randomly picked from the electoral register and selected to serve as a member of a jury.

e) A public official appointed or elected to hear and decide legal matters in a court of law

f) A group of people randomly chosen from the general public to listen to the facts of the case at a trial, decide if the accused person is guilty or innocent and reach a verdict

g) The power or (territorial, personal or subject matter) competency of a court of law or an official to hear and adjudicate a case, execute legal judgments or enforce laws.

h) – the science of law, the study of the structure of legal systems, principles and doctrines.

- a collective term for the judicial practice (as opposed to legislation)

      i) - the entire body of judges, collectively; - the judicial branch of government entrusted with judicial power and administration of justice

      j) – a general term for the system of administering justice through duly constituted courts; - a judge’s office, function or authority.

B. Translation task. Focus on comprehension. 
The institutions for law interpreting and creating 

The central institutions for interpreting and creating law are the three main branches of government: judiciary, legislature and executive.
Judiciary

The judiciary (also known as the judicial system) is the system of courts that interprets and applies law in the name of the state. The judiciary also provides a mechanism for the resolution of disputes. Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, the judiciary generally does not make law (which is the responsibility of the legislature) or enforce law (which is the responsibility of the executive), but rather interprets law and applies it to the facts of each case. This branch of the state is often tasked with ensuring equal justice under law.  Most countries have systems of lower courts answering up to a supreme legal authority.  In the United States, this is the Supreme Court, in Australia, the High Court; in the UK, the House of Lords; in France the Cour de Cassation. For most European countries the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg can overrule national law, when EU law is relevant. The European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg allows citizens of the Council of Europe member states to bring cases relating to human rights issues before it. A judiciary is theoretically bound by the constitution, but in most countries judges may only interpret the constitution and all other laws. But in common law countries, where matters are not constitutional, the judiciary may also create law under the doctrine of precedent.
Legislature

A legislature is a kind of assembly  with the power to pass, amend, and repeal laws. Prominent examples of legislatures are the Houses of Parliament in London, the Congress in Washington D.C., the Bundestag in Berlin, the Duma in Moscow, the Parlamento Italiano in Rome and the Assemblée nationale in Paris. By the principle of representative government people vote for politicians to carry out  their wishes. Although countries like Israel, Greece, Sweden and China are unicameral, most countries are bicameral, meaning they have two separately appointed legislative houses. In the 'lower house' politicians are elected to represent smaller constituencies. The 'upper house' is usually elected to represent states in a federal system (as in Australia, Germany or the United States) or different voting configuration in a unitary system (as in France). One criticism of bicameral systems with two elected chambers is that the upper and lower houses may simply mirror one another. The traditional justification of bicameralism is that an upper chamber acts as a house of review. This can minimise arbitrariness and injustice in governmental action. To pass legislation, a majority of Members of Parliament must vote for a bill (proposed law) in each house. The law created by a legislature is called legislation or statutory law. If a country has an entrenched constitution, a special majority for changes to the constitution will be required, making changes to the law more difficult.

Executive
 The executive branch executes the law. governmentThe executive in a legal system serve as a 's centre of political authority. In a parliamentary system, the head of government is responsible to the legislature, while the head of state is a largely ceremonial position of a monarch or president. Here the executive is chosen by the Prime Minister or Chancellor, whose office holds power under the confidence of the legislature. The head of state is apart from the executive, and he/she usually lacks formal political power yet symbolically enacts laws and acts as representative of the nation. Examples include the German president (appointed by the Parliament); the Queen of the United Kingdom (a hereditary title), and the Austrian president (elected by popular vote). The other  model is the presidential system, found in France, the U.S. and Russia. In presidential systems, the executive acts as both head of state and head of government, and has power to appoint an unelected cabinet. Under a presidential system, the executive branch is separate from the legislature to which is not accountable.  In presidential systems, the executive often has the power to veto legislation. Most executives in both systems are responsible for foreign relations, the military, police and state administration. Ministers or other officials head a country's public offices, such as a foreign ministry or interior ministry. 

C. Focus on vocabulary. The Courtroom.
Match the parts of the sentence to describe the roles of key participants in court proceedings. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 52)

	In a court of law, the accused person is called
	Represents the accused in the legal proceedings.

	The prosecutor is a legal professional who
	The defendant.

	The judge is a public official who
	Brings charges against an offender on behalf of the state and represents the state in court proceedings.

	The jury consists of ordinary citizens who
	Is in charge of keeping order in court and assisting the judge with the courtroom management.

	The bailiff is a court officer who
	Testify in trial under oath about what they have personally seen, heard or otherwise observed.

	The court clerk is a court official whose duty is
	Have to decide if the accused is guilty or innocent and to reach a final decision which is called a verdict.

	Witnesses are lay persons or experts who
	To keep records of court proceedings and assist the judge with the administrative matters/case management.

	The defence counsel is a legal professional who
	Presides over the case, decides on legal matters in trial, passes a sentence and decides on the punishment for the convicted person.


D. Focus on vocabulary. Match the expressions below with the correct synonym and explain who performs the activity. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 53)

	1. To convene the court

2. To charge somebody with a crime

3. To plead guilty

4. To enter a guilty plea

5. To convict somebody

6. To pass a sentence

7. To detain somebody

8. To be committed to (an institution)

9. To do community service
	a) To accuse somebody of doing something

b) To assemble, gather and start working

c) To find somebody guilty

d) To make an official record that the accused has admitted the crime

e) To keep somebody in police prison before or during the trial

f) To admit criminal responsibility and culpability

g) To be sent to jail/prison or a mental institution for treatment

h) To do something for the benefit of a social group or society

i) To pronounce the judgment and impose a penalty or punishment.


E. Focus on speaking. Mock trial. Work in groups. Brainstorm the elements of a case (the crime, the suspect etc.) and stage a mock trial for the class.

F. Focus on comprehension. COURTS OF APPEAL
Complete the short text below using the following words: appeal, appealable, appellant, appellee, appellate, application, argument. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 59)
In law, any party dissatisfied with the decision of a lower court has the right to file an ________ with a higher, ________ court asking the Court of Appeal to review the judgment of the lower court. The party who appeals is called the ________ and the other party against whom an appeal is made is the respondent or an ________.  Before filing an appeal with a higher court, a party needs to apply for and obtain the trial court’s permission to pursue the proceedings. The trial court decides of the decision is ________, i.e. whether the issue can be appealed against. After obtaining the ________ for appeal, the appellant submits this application with the appellate court together with a skeleton ________ (summarizing the key points of the case) and all other relevant documents the appellate court may need in the decision-making process.

G. Now, fill in the gaps with the correct form of the word in brackets. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 59)

After obtaining ________ (permit) to appeal, the ________ (appeal) submits the ________ (apply) to the competent Court of Appeal together with the skeleton ________ (argue) and other relevant documents.

The ________ (proceed) in a Court of Appeal is different from the procedure in trial courts. First, there is no jury, and the judges do not hear witnesses. Second, ________ (appeal) courts sit as a panel of several justices (5 to 7 depending on the jurisdiction) who hear a case presented by the plaintiff and the defense attorneys. They do not determine matters of fact again but only discuss the substantive or ________ (proceed) matters of law involved in the appealed case and review the legal conclusions of the lower court. Their final ________ (decide) is based on the careful study of all the presented materials and on the ________ (persuade) authority of each attorney’s oral ________ (argue) on why the trial court decision should be admitted and ________ (affirm) or ________ (dismiss).
H. Focus on grammar. Present perfect tense.

Match the clauses in list A with the clauses in list B to form sentences in the past simple or present perfect simple:
A                                                                                             B
1. A lot of cinemas have closed                                              since it opened in 1952.

2. He published a new novel                                                   twice already.

3. People started to watch TV                                                last year.

4. Millions of people have seen the play The Mousetrap       since the arrival of video.

5. I have seen her new film                                                     when I was twelve.

6. Television programmes have got worse                             when she was ten years old.

7. She decided to become an actress                                      about 50 years ago.

8. She has finished a new film                                                but it hasn’t opened yet.

9. I went to my first concert                                                   since they allowed private channels.

I. Focus on grammar. Using the present perfect tense.

1. The last time I read a thriller was ages ago.

I have __________________________________ ages.

2. As a result of walking three kilometres he is very tired.

He ____________________________________ which is why he is tired now.

3. The last time I spoke to Katy was yesterday morning.

I ______________________________________ since __________________.

4. I am still reading that book you gave me.

I ______________________________________ that book you gave me yet.

5. I know how this film ends.

I _______________________ before.

I _______________________ a month ago.

6. He doesn’t owe anyone any money.

He _____________________ all his debts.

UNIT 9 
CLASSIFICATION OF LAW

Categories of Law

A. Lead in. Focus on comprehension. Read and match definitions with the appropriate category of law. Source: LEF, p. 34.

	1. Positive law
	Is the entire body of law that regulates the subject matter, the content and the substance of law on which the courts base their decisions, and defines specific rights, duties and powers in a legal system. Examples: civil law, criminal law, contract law, etc.

	2. Natural law
	is a body of substantive law of a state or nation that regulates the domestic affairs and relations within a country; it is also termed internal law or the law of the land

	3. Public law
	Is the body of rules regulating entire course of a legal action, stages in the proceedings, methods and machinery used in the adjudication or enforcement of specific rights and duties. Examples: civil procedural law, criminal procedural law

	4. Private law
	Is a body of law regulating rights, duties and obligations of private persons (their property and mutual relations) and relations between corporations, individuals and corporations. It includes areas such as family, property, contract and succession law.

	5. Substantive law
	Is a body of existing and applicable rules on government and human conduct which are enacted in codes, statutes and regulations, established and enforced by duly constituted public authorities, and applied in the community and courts, it is also called man-made law or jus positivum

	6. Procedural law
	Is a body of law which defines criminal offences against the community, public peace and order, regulates the investigation, prosecution and trial, and provides appropriate punishment for convicted offenders. It is also called penal law.

	7. National law
	Is the law of civil or private rights which regulates relations between private individuals, or between private individuals and private organizations, defining their legal rights, duties and obligations regarding private property and private relations. An injured party bringing a legal action seeks legal remedy in a personal interest. (e.g. breach of contract, a divorce action, a defamation of character)

	8. International law
	Is a philosophical system of legal and moral principles of right and wrong, based on the universal concept of perfect justice given to man by nature and its physical laws rather than by legislative or judicial action. It’s also termed the law of nature, natural justice, eternal law or divine law

	9. Criminal law
	Is a body of law regulating general public matters, the structure and operation of the state and public authorities (their rights, powers, duties) and the relations between the government and private individuals. It includes constitutional, administrative and criminal law. 

	10. Civil law
	Governs the relations among different countries and nations, international organizations, corporations and NGOs. It’s based on international treaties, declarations, resolutions, long-established custom and conventions. It’s also termed law of nations, interstate law.


B. Translation task. Focus on comprehension and translation.
Different Branches of Law
Law  is the set of rules and principles by which a society is governed, through enforcement by governmental authorities. Law is also the field which concerns the creation and administration of laws.  Lawyers and judges interpret the law and they're duty is to act as an intermediary between the people and the law. So, you can see that law is a very complex and arduous issue, and in order to understand it and pursue further specialties, it has been divided into several branches.
Law schools do not expect you to know what kind of law you want to practice before you matriculate. Still, it is a good idea to learn about the various types of law practice well before you decide to submit law school applications. Educating yourself in this area should be part of your career exploration process.  

Admiralty law regulates economic transactions and property disputes involving marine trade, sailors, navigation, or land-based activity that is maritime in nature. Admiralty Law is not, however, synonymous with the Law of the Sea, which is in the realm of international public law and deals with rights to navigation, minerals, or coastal waters jurisdiction.  

U.S. Bankruptcy law applies to the insolvency problems of individuals as well as organizations. This type of law issues directly from the Constitution and is in the domain of Federal law, though State laws have an important effect on bankruptcy procedure. Legal practitioners in this field are experts in the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, which is a subset of the United States Code. 

Corporate law involves the formation, dissolution, and all other legal aspects of the administration of corporations. Typical duties of corporate lawyers include mergers, acquisitions, internal reorganization, or disputes between corporations and individuals concerning liability, patents, and compliance with state and federal law, as well as international accords. A legal professional whose sole client is a corporation is generally known as in-house counsel. 
Civil rights law aims to balance competing interests between institutions of government on the one hand and individuals or groups of individuals on the other. Lawyers in such practice may work on cases involving discrimination and unfair practices that infringe on rights and liberties such as expression, employment, housing, education, or other entitlements. Learn more at: Civil Rights Trial Lawyers Association
Criminal law focuses on behaviors that are sanctioned under criminal code and defined as illegal. Prosecutors and District Attorneys sanction illegal behavior, while criminal defense lawyers represent clients accused of criminal activity. Both prosecution and defense professionals deal with issues of individual liberty, basic rights, and responsibilities. In some Common Law countries other than the U.S., and in most Civil Law countries, the roles of a prosecutor (or procurator) and defense lawyer (or advocate) are separated more clearly into different professional specialties. 
Entertainment law predominantly relates to Intellectual Property Law, but is more specifically centered on rights and royalties issues to media in the arts, music, television, cinema, or athletics. Sports lawyers ensure compliance with regulations for professional or amateur athletics and may represent an athlete for a contractual transaction. With the rapid development of information technology and social media, entertainment lawyers operate in an environment of constant change. 

Environmental law concerns a multitude of statutes, treaties, regulations, and conventions based in state, federal, or transnational law. Legal professionals practicing in this field may represent government agencies, advocacy organizations, or individuals. Environmental lawyers often focus on cases involving natural resource management, the curbing of pollution, or disputes about land and littoral use. Public health components are increasingly common in the practice of environmental law. 
Family law focuses on legal relations between individuals in the context of the family. Lawyers in this field typically work in smaller firms and specialize in a variety of areas ranging from child welfare, through adoption, to divorce. Child abuse, legitimacy, civil unions, domestic partnerships, and marriages are among the main aspects of family lawyers' practice. 
Health law is an evolving field that focuses on legislation related to health care. Health law attorneys may represent patients, clinics, insurance companies, or individual health practitioners. The federal government employs attorneys in this field to oversee the crafting, implementation, and enforcement of policies. Health law specialists also work at academic institutions and biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. 
Immigration lawyers work with individual clients at all stages of the naturalization process. Other aspects of the profession relate to refugee and asylum seekers, as well as to individuals in the country without legal permission. This field of law varies significantly from country to country. Much of its practice depends on international treaties, bilateral accords, and political conjecture. 

Intellectual Property law focuses on protecting the rights of inventors, authors, and businesses to their tangible and intangible creations, inventions and symbols.  Legal professionals in this field are often experts in a particular domain, such as science, the arts, or an industry. For example, trademark or copyright attorneys manage the legal aspects of contracts, visual identity, brand names, or slogans. Technological advances, notably in digital reproduction and transmission, make this a dynamic field of law. 

International law is broad in its conception and can be broken down into private and public sectors. In the private sector, specialists in international law may work in finance and trade divisions of multinational corporations. Familiarity with business essentials, as well as corporate law or intellectual property law would be helpful in this field.  In the public international law, practitioners would work on cases that involve dealings between sovereign nations.  Familiarity with comparative law or public international law would be most helpful for effective practice in this field. Both private and public international law are interdisciplinary in nature and would involve an understanding of the differences between common law and civil law systems across borders.
Labor law is concerned with the relations between workers and their employers on matters ranging from wages and compensation, through harassment, to discrimination based on gender, disability, or age. Labor law often involves collective bargaining and unions. Attorneys in this field may represent individual clients, a union, a government regulatory agency, or an employer. 
Military law involves codes and procedures that govern legal matters in the armed forces. Since 1951, military law has been based on the Uniform Code of Military Justice. Legal experts in this field are typically members of the armed forces serving in the Judge Advocate General's Corps. 
Personal injury law deals with intentional or unintentional wrongdoing that affects individuals physically or psychologically. Experts in the field are well-versed in torts law and may work on cases involving medical malpractice, accidental collisions, product liability, wrongful death, or workplace injury. Many cases are settled out of court in this field of legal practice. 

Real Estate law involves land or construction ownership, development, litigation, tenant rights, or landlord disputes. Attorneys in this field may work on residential or commercial transactions, review contracts, or work in planning and other government offices. 

Tax law is a dynamic field that deals with domestic and international transactions. Because of the frequent modifications to local, state, and federal codes and the complexity of fiscal policy that guides these changes, experts in tax law engage in continuous education at greater rates than in many other fields of law. Apart from ensuring the legality of the levies on economic transactions, tax lawyers help clients reduce fiscal liabilities. Learn more at: National Association of Tax Professionals
Source: http://brown.edu/academics/college/advising/law-school/fields-law/fields-law
C. Focus on grammar. Passive voice. Complete the jokes below using the appropriate form of the verb.
1. – Waiter, there’s a dead fly in my soup.    - Yes, I’m afraid it _______________ (kill) by the heat, sir.

2. An old lady was talking to a young boy in the park.

- And do you go to school?

- No, said the boy. I ____________ (send).

3. – We’re famous for snails in this restaurant, sir.

- I know. I ___________ (serve) by one now.

4. – What did your father say when you _________ (take) to prison?

- Hello, son.

5. A teacher asked her class to write an essay about a football match. A minute later all the students were writing except one boy. The teacher looked at his paper. It said, ‘The game ______ (stop) in the first minute by rain.

6. Mum, do all fairy tales begin with “Once upon a time”?

No, darling. Some start with, “Sorry I’m so late, darling, I ____________ (detain) at the office.
D. Focus on grammar. Passive voice. Complete these sentences using the correct passive form of the verb in brackets:
1. By the time the police got there, the money (take) _______________________ from the safe.
2. The building (restore) _________________________ at the moment.

3. The suspect (arrest/just) _________________________.

4. Dogs must (keep) __________________________ on a leash at all times.

5. No dogs (allow) __________________________ in the restaurant. Please leave them outside.

6. The crime (investigate) __________________________ when the criminal gave himself in to the police.

7. The car (insure) _________________________ against accidents; I renewed the insurance yesterday.

8. A new school (build) _________________________ on that site next year.

UNIT 10 

CRIMINAL LAW  VS  CIVIL LAW
A. Translation task. Focus on reading and comprehension. 
Civil law and criminal law are two broad and separate entities of law with separate sets of laws and punishments. Criminal law is the body of law that relates to crime. It regulates social conduct and prevention of threatening, harming, or other acts endangering the health, safety, and moral welfare of people. It includes the punishment of people who violate these laws. Criminal law differs from civil law, whose emphasis is more on dispute resolution and victim compensation than on punishment.
According to William Geldart, Introduction to English Law, “The difference between civil law and criminal law turns on the difference between two different objects which law seeks to pursue - redress or punishment.”

In civil law, a private party (e.g., a corporation or individual person) files the lawsuit and becomes the plaintiff. In criminal law, the litigation is always filed by the government, who is called the prosecution. 

One of the most fundamental distinctions between civil and criminal law is in the notion of punishment.  In criminal law, a guilty defendant is punished by either (1) incarceration in a jail or prison, (2) fine paid to the government, or, in exceptional cases, (3) execution of the defendant: the death penalty. Crimes are divided into two broad classes: felonies have a maximum possible sentence of more than one year incarceration, misdemeanors have a maximum possible sentence of less than one year incarceration. In contrast, a defendant in civil litigation is never incarcerated and never executed. In general, a losing defendant in civil litigation only reimburses the plaintiff for 

losses caused by the defendant's behavior. 

In criminal litigation, the burden of proof is always on the state. The state must prove that the defendant is guilty "beyond a reasonable doubt."The defendant is assumed to be innocent; the defendant needs to prove nothing. 

In civil litigation, the burden of proof is initially on the plaintiff who wins if the “preponderance of the evidence” is in his favor. For example, if the jury believes that there is more than a 50% probability that the defendant was negligent in causing the plaintiff's injury, the plaintiff wins. Many people think that this is a very low standard, compared to criminal law.

B. Focus on speaking. Civil Law vs Criminal Law. Look at the chart below and tell the class how civil law differs from criminal law.
	
	Civil Law
	Criminal Law

	Definition
	Civil law deals with the disputes between individuals, organizations, or between the two, in which compensation is awarded to the victim.
	Criminal law is the body of law that deals with crime and the legal punishment of criminal offenses.

	Purpose
	To deal with the disputes between individuals, organizations, or between the two, in which compensation is awarded to the victim.
	To maintain the stability of the state and society by punishing offenders and deterring them and others from offending.

	Case filed by
	Private party
	Government

	Decision
	Defendant can be found liable or not liable, the judge decides this.
	Defendant is convicted if guilty and acquitted if not guilty, the jury decide this.

	Standard of proof
	"Preponderance of evidence." Claimant must produce evidence beyond the balance of probabilities.
	"Beyond a reasonable doubt":

	Burden of proof
	Claimant must give proof however, the burden may shift to the defendant in situations of Res Ipsa Loquitur (The thing speaks for itself).
	"Innocent until proven guilty": The prosecution must prove defendant guilty.

	Type of punishment
	Compensation (usually financial) for injuries or damages, or an injunction in nuisance.
	A guilty defendant is subject to Custodial (imprisonment) or Non-custodial punishment (fines or community service). In exceptional cases, the death penalty.

	Examples
	Landlord/tenant disputes, divorce proceedings, child custody proceedings, property disputes, personal injury, etc.
	Theft, assault, robbery, trafficking in controlled substances, murder, etc.

	Appeals
	Either party (claimant or defendant) can appeal a court's decision.
	Only the defendant may appeal a court's verdict. The prosecution is not allowed to appeal.

	Jury opinion
	In cases of civil law, the opinion of the jury may not have to be unanimous. Laws vary by state and country.
	In the criminal justice system, the jury must agree unanimously before a defendant is convicted.

	Commencement of proceedings
	State/People/Prosecution by summons or indictment
	By way of pleadings, Representatives of the state, Prosecutor, Attorney General.


C. Focus on speaking. Answer the questions below. Work in groups.
1. Define crime. Name a couple of common criminal acts .

2. Who are the perpetrators?

3. What’s an accomplice?

4. Who is the victim of crime?

5. Do you think some crimes are less serious than others?

D. Focus on vocabulary. Definitions of some criminal offences.
Match the crime with the correct definition provided in the table below.

	Drug-dealing
	Setting premises (house, building) on fire

	Arson
	Selling or distributing drugs

	Bribery
	Making secret plans and betraying one’s country

	Drunk-driving
	Taking illegal control of a plane in flight by the use of threat or force

	Defamation
	Offering someone money for unlawful or illegal services

	Forgery
	Driving a means of transport under the influence of alcohol

	Highjacking
	Making statements in public about another person in order to harm the person’s reputation or subject the person to public contempt or ridicule

	Jaywalking
	Crossing a street at a place other than the marked pedestrian crossing

	Treason
	Making false documents, money etc without authorization in order to deceive or get some advantage


E. Focus on vocabulary. Substitute the underlined words below with one of the following: human trafficking, assault, burglary, fraud, rape, pickpocketing, smuggling, shoplifting, theft (larceny). (Source: Legal English Files, p. 102)

Two men got into Lord Pembroke’s estate with an intention to steal his property, the valuable collection of antique guns and weapons. However, the act of breaking into the house was prevented by alarms. 

Joe Brown was arrested for the physical attack and sexual abuse of Betty Smith. The act was committed without the victim’s consent and under the threat of injury or murder.

Stealing from people’s pockets in the street and in the means of public transport has been on the increase after shop owners have tried to decrease stealing from shops by installing coded sensor alarm systems.

The punishment for taking goods into another country illegally or deceiving, tricking or cheating on somebody largely depends on the circumstances of the case, the nature and the consequences of the act.

F. Read the sentences below and fill in the blanks using the following words: bigamy, blackmail, bribery, hooliganism, kidnapping, mugging, robbery. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 103)

1. Two masked men committed ____________ by stealing $ 1 million from the National Bank.

2. While being legally married to Jane, William Blake left her, moved to the West Coast and committed a ________ by marrying Betsy Smith.

3. Last night, after his team had lost a derby match, a group of angry Manchester United fans demolished most of the shop-windows in High Street. This act of collective ________ was followed by other examples of individual violence. Two youngsters were arrested for ________ as they attacked an old lady in the street and took all her money.

4. The most famous case of ________ happened in 1932, when criminals took Charles Lindbergh’s two-year-old son by force and threatened to kill him unless the Lindbergh family paid ransom.

5. The mafia gang has sent a message to a renowned businessman. The ________ contains a warning that they will kill his entire family and financially ruin him by revealing some confidential information about his previous illegal transactions if he doesn’t pay them the requested amount of money in two days.

G. Vocabulary focus. The key participants in criminal law.

Match the roles to their descriptions in the table below. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 108)

	The police have the power to
	Until proven guilty

	The police also interrogate
	The accused in the legal proceedings

	The suspect has the right to
	On the sentence and punishment to be imposed on the convicted offender

	The prosecutor is a legal professional who
	Presides over the case, hears and decides legal matters in court

	The prosecution initiates and conducts
	Investigate the crime scene, carry out arrests, searches and seizures.

	The defence counsel represents
	Whether the accused is guilty or innocent by reaching a verdict

	The accused is innocent
	Suspects and witnesses of a crime.

	The members of the jury decide
	Represents the State/government in criminal proceedings.

	The judge is a public official who
	The criminal action against the accused on behalf of the state.

	The judge decides
	Remain silent during interrogation and have legal representation.


H. Focus on comprehension. Read the summary text on Criminal Law and fill in the gaps with one of the following words: acquitted, perpetrators, charges, procedure, convicted, proceedings, defendant, prosecution, felonies, misdemeanors, penal, punishment, suspects. (Source: Legal English Files, p. 108)

Criminal law, also termed ________ law, is the body of public law defining crimes and criminal offences against the state or community at large, and determining the rights and duties of all those involved in the entire criminal ________. No matter at what level (federal, state or local) it may arise, criminal action is always brought by and in the name of the State by public officers who set the criminal ________ in motion. Criminal cases include major crimes – also called ________ and minor crimes – also called ________. As crimes and offences are treated not only as an injury to an individual but as a matter of public concern, all criminal offences are punishable by the State.

Criminal law regulates not only how _______ (people under suspicion) are arrested, investigated and accused, but also how the accused person – also called ________ - is tried in court, and what kind of punishment is prescribed for the ________ (person who committed a crime) of a particular criminal offence.

A suspect becomes the accused as soon as he/she is officially accused by a public prosecutor, who brings ________ (formal accusation) against the offender. The ________ involves a formal accusation (in the form of an indictment) which specifies the violations of the law and calls for appropriate punishment (or penalty) as provided by statutes. At the end of the trial, the defendant may be either ________ if he is found guilty, or ________ if he is found not guilty. The ________ may include imprisonment, fine, probation (conditional release), and community service.

The objectives of criminal law are to keep law and order, to preserve peace and security in the community, to punish the criminal offender for the action against individuals and society, to deter others from committing the same or similar crimes, to reform them if possible, or to satisfy the public sense of justice by retribution (making the offender pay for the crime and making amends to the victim).

UNIT 11 
SUBSTANTIVE AND STATUTORY LAW

A. Lead in. Substantive Law vs. Procedural Law. Focus on comprehension. Translation task.    

Substantive law is a statutory law that deals with the legal relationship between people or the people and the state. Therefore, substantive law defines the rights and duties of the people, but procedural law lays down the rules with the help of which they are enforced. 

Procedural law comprises the set of rules that govern the proceedings of the court in criminal lawsuits as well as civil and administrative proceedings. The court needs to conform to the standards setup by procedural law, while during the proceedings. These rules ensure fair practice and consistency in the "due process". 

To conclude: substantive is the statutory or written law that defines rights and duties, such as crimes and punishments (in the criminal law), civil rights and responsibilities in civil law. Substantive law stands in contrast to procedural law, which is the "machinery" for enforcing those rights and duties. Procedural law comprises the rules by which a court hears and determines what happens in civil or criminal proceedings, as well as the method and means by which substantive law is made and administered.

However, the way to this clear differentiation between substantive law and, serving the substantive law, procedural law has been long, since in the Roman civil procedure the actio included both substantive and procedural elements.

Procedural law comprises the set of rules that govern the proceedings of the court in criminal lawsuits as well as civil and administrative proceedings. The court needs to conform to the standards setup by procedural law, while during the proceedings. These rules ensure fair practice and consistency in the "due process". 

Substantive law is a statutory law that deals with the legal relationship between people or the people and the state. Therefore, substantive law defines the rights and duties of the people, but procedural law lays down the rules with the help of which they are enforced. The differences between the two need to be studied in greater detail, for better understanding. 

B. Focus on speaking. Using the comparison chart below, explain the main differences between procedural and substantive law.
	


	Procedural Law
	Substantive Law

	Definition
	Deals with and lays down the ways and means by which substantive law can be enforced
	Deals with those areas of law which establish the rights and obligations of individuals , what individuals may or may not do

	Powers
	No independent powers
	Independent powers to decide the fate of a case

	Application
	Can be applied in non legal contexts
	Cannot be applied in non legal contexts

	Regulation
	By statutory law
	By Act of Parliament or government implementation


C. Differences in Structure and Content. Additional info.
In order to understand the differences between the structure and content of substantive and procedural law, let's use an example. If a person is accused and undergoing a trial, substantive law prescribes the punishment that the under-trial will face if convicted. Substantative law also defines the types of crimes and the severity depending upon factors such as whether the person is a repeat offender, whether it is a hate crime, whether it was self-defense etc. It also defines the responsibilities and rights of the accused. 

Procedural law, on the other hand provides the state with the machinery to enforce the substantive laws on the people. Procedural law comprises the rules by which a court hears and determines what happens in civil or criminal proceedings. Procedural law deals with the method and means by which substantive law is made and administered. In other words, substantive law deals with the substance of the case, how the charges are to be handled and how the facts are to be dealt with; while procedural law will give a step by step action plan on how the case is supposed to proceed in order to achieve the desired goals. Therefore its procedural law that helps decide whether the case requires trial or otherwise.

Substantive law is an independent set of laws that decide the fate of a case. It can actually decide the fate of the under-trial, whether he wins or loses and even the compensation amounts etc. Procedural laws on the other hand, have no independent existence. Therefore, procedural laws only tell us how the legal process is to be executed, whereas substantive laws have the power to offer legal solution. 

Another important difference lies in the applications of the two. Procedural laws are applicable in non legal contexts, whereas substantive laws are not. So, basically the essential substance of a trial is underlined by substantive law, whereas procedural law chalks out the steps to get there. 

An example of substantive law is how degrees of murder are defined. Depending upon the circumstances and whether the murderer had the intent to commit the crime, the same act of homicide can fall under different levels of punishment. This is defined in the statute and is substantive law. 

Examples of procedural laws include the time allowed for one party to sue another and the rules governing the process of the lawsuit. 

Source: http://www.diffen.com/difference/Procedural_Law_vs_Substantive_Law
D. Focus on writing. In a short essay (no more than 150 words) explain the main differences between substantive and statutory law.
E. Focus on grammar. Conditional sentences. Present reference (types 1 and 2). Comment on the statements below using the conditional sentence.

1. I am not a lawyer. I can’t help you. 

= If I were a lawyer, I could help you.
2. You are not guilty. You are free to go.

____________________________________________.

3. This is not a murder case. You are not accused of anything.

____________________________________________.

4. I can’t afford a legal representative. That’s why I’m representing myself.

____________________________________________.

5. Don’t say anything. It can and will be used against you.

____________________________________________.

6. He doesn’t have the money, so he steals.

____________________________________________.

7. He’s a thief. That’s why he is in prison.

____________________________________________.

8. Stop that noise, or I’ll empty the courtroom.

____________________________________________.
F. Focus on grammar. Type 3 conditional always refers to the past. Use type 3 conditional to comment on the following:

1. We didn’t buy anything. We had no money.

If we had had the money we would have bought something.

2. He cheated on her. She broke up with him.

______________________________________________.

3. He never proposed to her. They never got married.

______________________________________________.

4. She alienated all my friends. That’s why I broke up with her.

_____________________________________________.

5. They divorced because he couldn’t stop gambling.

_____________________________________________.

6. He gained a lot of weight so she became attracted to another man.

_____________________________________________.

7. He stopped telling her he loved her. She sought affection elsewhere.

______________________________________________.

8. Neither of us could find another partner. So, we got back together again.

______________________________________________.

9. He couldn’t afford the alimony, so he decided not to file for divorce.

______________________________________________.

10. I didn’t take to him, so I never really dated him.

______________________________________________.

UNIT 12 
LEGAL PROFESSION

A. Translation task. Focus on comprehension. 
Legal professionals study, develop and apply law. Usually, there is a requirement for someone choosing a career in law to first obtain a law degree or some other form of legal education. Educational prerequisites to becoming a lawyer vary greatly from country to country. In some countries, law is taught by a faculty of law, which is a part  of a university and conducts a  general undergraduate program. Law students in those countries pursue a Master or Bachelor of Laws degree. In some countries it is common or even required for students to earn another bachelor's degree at the same time. The bachelor degree is often followed by a series of advanced examinations, apprenticeships, and additional coursework at special government institutes. 

In other countries, particularly the United States, law is primarily taught at law schools. In the United States and countries following the American model, law schools are graduate  schools where a bachelor's degree is a prerequisite for admission. Most law schools are part of universities but a few are independent institutions. Law schools in the United States (and many in Canada and elsewhere) award graduating students a J.D. (Juris Doctor/Doctor of Jurisprudence) (as opposed to the Bachelor of Laws) as the practitioner's law degree. Many schools also offer post-doctoral law degrees for students interested in advancing their research knowledge and credentials in a specific area of law. 

The methods and quality of legal education vary widely. Some countries require extensive practical training in the form of apprenticeships or special clinical courses. Others, do not. A few countries prefer to teach through assigned readings of judicial opinions (the casebook method) followed by intense in-class cross-examination by the professor (the Socratic method). Many others have only lectures on highly abstract legal doctrines, which forces young lawyers to figure out how to actually think and write like a lawyer at their first apprenticeship (or job). Depending upon the country, a typical class size could range from five students in a seminar to five hundred in a giant lecture room. In the United States, law schools maintain small class sizes, and as such, grant admissions on a more limited and competitive basis. Some countries, particularly industrialized ones, have a traditional preference for full-time law programs, while in developing countries, students often work full- or part-time to pay the tuition and fees of their part-time law programs. 

A lawyer, according to Black's Law Dictionary, is "a person learned in the law; as an attorney, counsel or solicitor; a person licensed to practice law." Working as a lawyer involves the practical application of abstract legal theories and knowledge to solve specific individualized problems, or to advance the interests of those who  hire lawyers to perform legal services.

B. Focus on speaking. Popular lawyer myths. To reconstruct the lawyer jokes below, match the question with the correct answer. Tell the class why you like/dislike the joke. Source: Legal English Files, p. 22.

	What is a lawyer?
	God doesn’t think he’s a lawyer.

	What is the definition of a lawyer?
	A lawyer is a liar with a permit to practice.

	How can you tell a lawyer is lying?
	They are both extinct.

	What’s the difference between God and a lawyer?
	Professional courtesy.

	Why won’t sharks attack lawyers?
	Vampires only suck blood at night.

	How are lawyers different from vampires?
	A good lawyer knows the law. A great lawyer knows the judge.

	What’s the difference between a good lawyer and a great lawyer?
	His lips are moving and other lawyers look interested.

	What do dinosaurs and decent lawyers have in common?
	A mouth with a life-support system; and a person who writes a 10,000 word legal document and calls it a brief.

	What do you get when you cross a librarian with a lawyer?
	One is an arrogant creature who ignores and treats you with contempt unless it can get something out of you. The other is a house pet.


C. Focus on writing. Make a list of most important professional responsibilities and skills. Explain in a 50-word paragraph why you think a particular skill/responsibility is important.
Here are some prompts to help you decide.

- lawyer-client relationship

- interviewing the client

- client counseling/advising

- fact investigation

- legal research

- examination of witnesses

- case analysis, management and strategy

- critical thinking and legal reasoning

- persuasive legal argumentation

- oral advocacy/representation in court

- drafting legal documents

- writing legal case briefs

- negotiation and settlement

- mediation

- writing legal letters, memos, reports, etc.

D. Focus on comprehension. Translation task. 
The name for this profession is  lawyer or attorney in most of English-speaking world, and advocate in many civil law  countries. In the United Kingdom and some of its former colonies, there are two quite separate kinds of lawyers providing legal services to the public: solicitors who advise clients, draft contracts for them and represent them in lower courts and barristers, also called counsels, who traditionally come into contact with their clients through solicitors and represent them at higher courts. However, the boundary between barristers and solicitors has evolved. In England today, the barrister monopoly covers only appellate courts, and barristers must compete directly with solicitors in many trial courts.
People, who study, organize, teach, and though that also create law, often working at universities, are called jurists. In civil law countries, their role is greater, because they draft codes, which are major laws that govern whole areas of law. In common law countries, the creation and interpretation of law has traditionally been the domain of judges, who in civil law countries are appointed only to adjudicate.  

The role of the lawyer varies significantly across legal jurisdictions. In most countries, particularly civil law countries, there has been a tradition of giving many legal tasks to a variety of clerks, notaries and administrators. These countries do not have "lawyers" in the American sense, insofar as that term refers to a single type of general-purpose legal services provider. Thus, it is difficult to formulate accurate generalizations that cover all the countries with multiple legal professions, because each country has traditionally had its own peculiar method of dividing up legal work among all its different types of legal professionals. 

Research and drafting of court papers is also one of the main lawyers’ roles. Often, lawyers brief a court in writing on the issues in a case before the issues can be orally argued. They may have to perform extensive research into relevant facts and law while drafting legal papers and preparing for oral argument. In England, the usual division of labour is that a solicitor will obtain the facts of the case from the client and then brief a barrister (usually in writing). The barrister then researches and drafts the necessary court pleadings (which will be filed and served by the solicitor) and orally argues the case. 

In some jurisdictions, either the judiciary or the Ministry of Justice directly supervises the admission, licensing, and regulation of lawyers. Other jurisdictions, by statute, tradition, or court order, have granted such powers to a professional association which all lawyers must belong to. In the U.S., such associations are known as mandatory, integrated, or unified bar associations.

In the United States, admission to the bar is permission granted by a particular court system to a lawyer to practice law in that system. Each U.S. state sets its own rules for bar admission, as a result of the separate sovereignty of the states and their respective court systems as guaranteed by the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. In practice, this leads to different standards among states as to how bar admission works.

Because each state has its own bar, a lawyer who is admitted to practice in one state is not automatically allowed to practice in another. Some states have reciprocal agreements that allow attorneys from other states to practice without sitting for another full bar exam. 

D. Focus on reading and grammar. After reading the text, turn the sentences in bold into reported speech using the reporting verb in the past tense. 

Many first year law students enter a law school with an idea that they will be learning legal rules. However, law schools are not about learning sets of rules. You can always look up a rule in one book or another. The law school is there to equip you with the necessary knowledge and relevant practical legal skills, such as legal research, legal reasoning, legal analysis and legal argumentation. But, above all, the primary objective of a law school is to teach you how to ‘think like a lawyer’. What does it mean and why is it important? In order to be a successful law student and legal professional, you have to develop a legal frame of mind, which means that you have to reshape your way of thinking, adopt new strategies and ways of looking at things, develop a practical philosophy about your legal work and your legal persona. Your legal frame of mind and legal thinking skills will help you survive not only in your immediate academic environment but also in the real world. It will help you deal with both professional and personal experiences. For these purposes, the first lesson law students need to learn is on the four fundamental strategies of legal thinking. Here they are in a nutshell.
First and foremost, in order to start thinking like a lawyer, you have to accept the ambiguity of law. The law is full of rules but they are often ambiguous, contradictory, fuzzy or given in generalized terms. The law is seldom black and white. In fact, everything is a shade of grey. There is an exception to every rule of law, except for the rules in which there are no exceptions. Puzzles like this can drive you crazy, unless you get used to the idea that law is ambiguous but flexible enough to allow for interpretation. The same strategy is, for example, used by judges. In order to reach a fair and just decision, they interpret the laws, applying them to a specific set of circumstances, which involves a certain degree of flexibility. 

The second important legal thinking strategy is related to the lawyer’s power of argumentation. One of the traps of the legal profession is seeing things only from your own point of view. In order to avoid this, lawyers always to argue both sides of an issue. No position is absolutely right or wrong. The same ambiguity of the law that drives everyone crazy allows you the flexibility to be on either side. The first advantage of this strategy is that it will give you a different and more objective angle of looking at things. It helps you to rationally analyze legal issues, clarify priorities, consider options and choose relevant solutions. Second, if you understand the strong and weak points of the opponent’s position, you can better attack your opponent’s argument. Last but not least, anticipating the opponent’s arguments helps you avoid ugly surprises. It’s very much like playing a game of chess.

The third big trap of the legal profession are emotions. Let us, for example, consider the legal case where a Neo-Nazi group organizes a demonstration in a city largely populated with Jewish people who were holocaust victims. In this case, everyone feels sympathy for the holocaust victims. As a matter of fact, the Neo-Nazis do have a freedom of speech just as anybody else, as long as they do not cause public disorder. This example illustrates that lawyers should not judge a situation according to their personal feelings, individual biases or political beliefs but primarily according to the applicable law. So, rather than siding with one party or another, a lawyer has to be objective and think of the higher principles which might be at stake.

Finally, one of the ultimate lawyer skills is the ability to question everything and see things in terms of probabilities rather than certainties. As a lawyer, you have to repeatedly ask the question ‘Why?’Why are these facts relevant? Why is one option better than another? Why don’t we try a different approach? The skill of questioning everything will focus you on understanding the intricacies of a problem, help you predict the most probable outcomes and explore other appropriate solutions.  
1. Many first year law students enter a law school with an idea that they will be learning legal rules.
2. The author says that many law students enter a law school with an idea that they will be learning legal rules.
3. The author said that many law students entered a law school with an idea that they would be learning legal rules.
4. Your legal frame of mind and legal thinking skills will help you survive not only in your immediate academic environment but also in the real world.
5. The author says ________________________________________________.

6. The author said ________________________________________________.

7. Puzzles like this can drive you crazy, unless you get used to the idea that law is ambiguous but flexible enough to allow for interpretation.
8. The author says ________________________________________________.

9. The author said _________________________________________________.

10. The second important legal thinking strategy is related to the lawyer’s power of argumentation.
11. The author says ________________________________________________.

12. The author said _________________________________________________.

13. The first advantage of this strategy is that it will give you a different and more objective angle of looking at things.
14. The author says ________________________________________________.

15. The author said ________________________________________________.

16. The third big trap of the legal profession are emotions.
17. The author says ________________________________________________.

18. The author said ________________________________________________.

19. What does it mean and why is it important?
20. The author asks ______________________________________________.

21. The author asked ______________________________________________.

22. Why are these facts relevant? 
23. The author asks ______________________________________________.

24. The author asked ____________________________________________.
25. Why is one option better than another?
26. The author asks ________________________________________________.

27. The author asked _______________________________________________.
28.  Why don’t we try a different approach?
29. The author asks ________________________________________________.

30. The author asked _______________________________________________.
UNIT 13
CRIMES AND PUNISHMENT

In legal theory there are four different theories of punishment, presented in the table below. (Source: LEF, p. 110)

	Theories of Punishment
	Purpose

	Retribution
	To punish for the purpose of revenge, getting even, ‘an eye for an eye’

	Deterrence
	To prevent, warn, discourage, make others avoid committing further crimes

	Restraint
	To keep somebody imprisoned, or under close control and supervision

	Reformation
	To make somebody better, rehabilitation, resocialization


A. Lead in. Speaking. Study the table above and represent one of the four points of view.

B. Group work. Focus on speaking. 
In deciding what criminal punishment is appropriate, the basic questions are:

1. What and how serious was the crime?

2. How much has the defendant harmed the society or another individual?

3. How can this individual be punished most effectively?

4. What is society trying to accomplish with this punishment?

Considering the questions above, what do you think should happen to people A, B, C and D?

A. A man was accused of killing his wife and one of their two children by setting the house on fire. Ten years ago, he had been suspected of causing death of his first wife in a car crash but he was then released due to insufficient evidence.

B. An ex-convict sold drugs to a teenager, who died later that night from an overdose. The ex-convict got intoxicated by alcohol, stole a car, crashed into a tree and killed an old lady on the sidewalk.

C. A young man was charged with growing marijuana in his back garden with the intent to sell it. The man claimed it was for personal use and medicinal reasons, to kill his pains from the terminal illness je had been suffering from.

D. Two fifteen-year-old boys broke into a house in the middle of the day when the owner was out, and took money and jewellery worth about $900.
Here are some punishment options: death penalty, life imprisonment, imprisonment, a fine, probation, restraining order, prohibiting order, community service, repay for the damage.

C. Focus on comprehension. Translation task. The Purpose of Criminal Punishment

People who break the law are punished. Criminal penalties range from a small fine or community service to the death penalty. Why are criminals punished?
Most people accept that there are consequences for criminal conduct. The consequences are generally unpleasant and extract from the law breaker either his liberty or his property. Once someone is found guilty of a crime, either a felony or a misdemeanor, punishment is imposed.

There is not a single reason to impose a penalty. The reasons for punishing law breakers are varied, and in some instances the reason may vary with the crime. Each reason has its own purpose. The principal reasons are: retribution or revenge, deterrence/public education, incapacitation and rehabilitation.
Retribution or revenge: A crime is considered an act that not only injures the specific victim, but also harms society at large. A person's harmful acts may outrage the society as a whole. This gives rise to a desire for revenge, and punishing the criminal tends to satisfy that need. Additionally, having a person punished by society provides some measure of revenge for the specific victim of the act. If society provides an adequate punishment, the need for an individual to seek revenge personally is diminished and providing incentive to seek retribution through law enforcement.

Deterrence/public education: Imposing a penalty for a criminal act is also intended to deter that person from repeating the act. If the penalty is significant enough, the law breaker will think twice before doing it again. Also, when the penalties are well known and there is public dissemination of penalties for a particular crime, it is expected that others who might contemplate the crime would be deterred from engaging in the prohibited activity. When there is a trial, sentencing and punishment imposed, there is often attendant publicity. This publicity is part of the deterrent factor in imposing a criminal penalty. Deterrence is frequently an argument used to support the death penalty.

An extreme example of criminal punishment to achieve the goals of retribution, revenge and deterrence is crucifixion.

Incapacitation: Jail or prison terms generally lengthen with the seriousness of the crime. The longer sentences serve the ends of revenge and deterrence, and also serve another purpose. The longer a person is in custody, the less opportunity that person has to commit new crimes. This is particularly true of repeat offenders, which is why there has been a movement toward laws known as three strikes which impose long prison terms or even life sentences on individuals with multiple convictions. When an offender has not been deterred by prior penalties, protection of potential victims from that offender becomes an important consideration. Long jail or prison terms for individuals with multiple DUI’s are becoming common as a protection for society. At some point it is in society’s interest to protect itself by a certainty that a dangerous person is unable to harm others and incapacitation through custody serves that interest.

Rehabilitation: There is also a value that every human life has meaning and worth, that there is a spark of good in everyone, even those who have chosen to break the laws of society. With that thought in mind, places that were previously known as jail or prison have become Departments of Correction. Some rehabilitation may come from within a person who is incarcerated. Criminals who are imprisoned may evaluate their actions and reshape their behavior so that when their liberty is restored they are able to conform their actions to the boundaries of the law. Often programs are offered to offenders to assist in dealing with certain problems. Participation in programs such as drug and alcohol counseling or domestic violence education serves to potentially rehabilitate an individual. Involvement in such programs is often a condition of either continued freedom or reduction of jail time.

Source: https://suite.io/david-j-shestokas/1hc62eq

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
D. Translation task. Focus on comprehension. Read the arguments for and against capital punishment. 
Capital punishment is the practice of executing someone as punishment for a specific crime after a proper legal trial. It can only be used by a state, so when non-state organisations speak of having 'executed' a person they have actually committed a murder. It is usually only used as a punishment for particularly serious types of murder, but in some countries treason, types of fraud, adultery and rape are capital crimes.

Retribution: First a reminder of the basic argument behind retribution and punishment:

· all guilty people deserve to be punished

· only guilty people deserve to be punished

· guilty people deserve to be punished in proportion to the severity of their crime

This argument states that real justice requires people to suffer for their wrongdoing, and to suffer in a way appropriate for the crime. Each criminal should get what their crime deserves and in the case of a murderer what their crime deserves is death.

The arguments against retribution:
· Capital punishment is vengeance rather than retribution and, as such, is a morally dubious concept

· The anticipatory suffering of the criminal, who may be kept on death row for many years, makes the punishment more severe than just depriving the criminal of life 

· That's certainly true in the USA, but delay is not an inherent feature of capital punishment; some countries execute people within days of sentencing them to death

Deterrence: Capital punishment is often justified with the argument that by executing convicted murderers, we will deter would-be murderers from killing people.

The arguments against deterrence:
· The statistical evidence doesn't confirm that deterrence works (but it doesn't show that deterrence doesn't work either)

· Some of those executed may not have been capable of being deterred because of mental illness or defect

· Some capital crimes are committed in such an emotional state that the perpetrator did not think about the possible consequences

· No-one knows whether the death penalty deters more than life imprisonment

Deterrence is most effective when the punishment happens soon after the crime - to make an analogy, a child learns not to put their finger in the fire, because the consequence is instant pain.

The more the legal process distances the punishment from the crime - either in time, or certainty - the less effective a deterrent the punishment will probably be.

Rehabilitation: Of course capital punishment doesn't rehabilitate the prisoner and return them to society. But there are many examples of persons condemned to death taking the opportunity of the time before execution to repent, express remorse, and very often experience profound spiritual rehabilitation. Thomas Aquinas noted that by accepting the punishment of death, the offender was able to expiate his evil deeds and so escape punishment in the next life. This is not an argument in favour of capital punishment, but it demonstrates that the death penalty can lead to some forms of rehabilitation.

Prevention of re-offending: It is undeniable that those who are executed cannot commit further crimes. Many people don't think that this is sufficient justification for taking human life, and argue that there are other ways to ensure the offenders do not re-offend, such as imprisonment for life without possibility of parole. Although there have been cases of persons escaping from prison and killing again, these are extremely rare.

But some people don't believe that life imprisonment without parole protects society adequately. The offender may no longer be a danger to the public, but he remains a danger to prison staff and other inmates. Execution would remove that danger.

Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/for_1.shtml#section_3
E. Focus on writing. One-sided argumentation. Choose a point of view (for or against death penalty) and write an essay (100-150 words) to support your position on capital punishment.
UNIT 14

CONSTITUTION

A. Lead in. Speaking. Tell the class what constitution is and why you think it is important.

B. Focus on comprehension. Translation task. Constitution. 

The term constitution comes from  the Latin word constitutio, used for regulations and orders, such as for  ex.  imperial orders and  decrees issued by the Pope. Constitution is the basic law or laws of a nation or a state which sets out how that state will be organized by deciding the powers and authorities of government between different political units, and by stating the basic law-making and structural principles of society. It is the primary law by which the government of a nation or state is set out and organized. The constitution is also  referred to as the "the supreme  law of the land"  to which all of government, citizens, corporate persons and other laws must refer in the event of any conflict.

Excavations conducted in Iraq in 1877 found evidence of the earliest known code of justice, issued by the Sumerian king  around 2300 BC. The oldest modern written constitution, still governing a sovereign nation today is that of San Marino. Written in 1600, the document was based upon the Statuti Comunali (Town Statute) of 1300, itself influenced by the Codex Justinianus. It is interesting to note that the  Constitution of India is the longest written constitution of any sovereign country in the world, containing 444 articles,  while the United States Constitution is the shortest written constitution with  7 articles and 27 amendments. 

The first three Articles embody the doctrine of the separation of powers, whereby the federal government is divided into three branches: the legislature, consisting of the bicameral Congress; the executive, consisting of the President; and the judiciary, consisting of the Supreme Court and other federal courts. The fourth and sixth Articles frame the doctrine of federalism, describing the relationship between State and State, and between the several States and the federal government. The fifth Article provides the procedure for amending the Constitution. The seventh Article provides the procedure for ratifying the Constitution.

The Constitution was adopted on September 17, 1787, by the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and ratified by conventions in eleven States. It went into effect on March 4, 1789. 

Since the Constitution was adopted, it has been amended twenty-seven times. The first ten amendments (along with two others that were not ratified at the time) were proposed by Congress on September 25, 1789, and were ratified by the necessary three-fourths of the States on December 15, 1791. These first ten amendments are known as the Bill of Rights.

The Constitution of the United States was the first constitution of its kind, and has influenced the constitutions of many other nations.

Unlike many other nations, the UK has no single constitutional document. This is sometimes expressed by stating that it has an uncodified or "unwritten" constitution. Much of the British constitution is embodied in written documents, statutes, court judgments and treaties. The constitution has other unwritten sources, including parliamentary constitutional conventions and royal prerogatives. 
	Translation task. Below is the section taken from the English translation of the Serbian constitution. Translate it back into Serbian. (Source: http://www.srbija.gov.rs/cinjenice_o_srbiji/ustav_odredbe.php?id=224)

VI THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

Status

Article 166

The Constitutional Court shall be an autonomous and independent state body which shall protect constitutionality and legality, as well as human and minority rights and freedoms. 
The Constitutional Court decisions are final, enforceable and generally binding. 

Jurisdiction

Article 167

The Constitutional Court shall decide on: 
1. compliance of laws and other general acts with the Constitution, generally accepted rules of the international law and ratified international treaties,
2. compliance of ratified international treaties with the Constitution,
3. compliance of other general acts with the Law, 
4. compliance of the Statute and general acts of autonomous provinces and local self-government units with the Constitution and the Law, 
5. compliance of general acts of organisations with delegated public powers, political parties, trade unions, civic associations and collective agreements with the Constitution and the Law. 
The Constitutional Court shall: 
1. decide on the conflict of jurisdictions between courts and state bodies, 
2. decide on the conflict of jurisdictions between republic and provincial bodies or bodies of local self-government units, 
3. decide on the conflict of jurisdictions between provincial bodies and bodies of local self-government units, 
4. decide on electoral disputes for which the court jurisdiction has not been specified by the Law, 
5. perform other duties stipulated by the Constitution and the Law. 
The Constitutional Court shall decide on the banning of a political party, trade union organisation or civic association. 
The Constitutional Court shall perform other duties stipulated by the Constitution. 

Assessment of constitutionality and legality

Article 168

A proceedings of assessing the constitutionality may be instituted by state bodies, bodies of territorial autonomy or local self-government, as well as at least 25 deputies. The procedure may also be instituted by the Constitutional Court. 
Any legal or natural person shall have the right to an initiative to institute a proceedings of assessing the constitutionality and legality. 
The Law or other general acts which is not in compliance with the Constitution or the Law shall cease to be effective on the day of publication of the Constitutional Court decision in the official journal. 
Before passing the final decision and under the terms specified by the Law, the Constitutional Court may suspend the enforcement of an individual general act or action undertaken on the grounds of the Law or other general act whose constitutionality or legality it assesses. 
The Constitutional Court may assess the compliance of the Law and other general acts with the Constitution, compliance of general acts with the Law, even when they ceased to be effective, if the proceedings of assessing the constitutionality has been instituted within no more than six months since they ceased to be effective.

Assessment of constitutionality of the law prior to its coming into force

Article 169

At the request of at least one third of deputies, the Constitutional Court shall be obliged within seven days to assess constitutionality of the law which has been passed, but has still not been promulgated by a decree.
If a law is promulgated prior to adopting the decision on constitutionality, the Constitutional Court shall proceed with the proceedings as requested, according to the regular proceedings of assessing the constitutionality of a law.
If the Constitutional Court passes a decision on non-constitutionality of a law prior to its promulgation, that decision shall come into force on the day of promulgation of the law. 
The proceedings of assessing constitutionality may not be instituted against the law whose compliance with the Constitution was established prior to its coming into force. 

Constitutional appeal

Article 170

A constitutional appeal may be lodged against individual general acts or actions performed by state bodies or organisations exercising delegated public powers which violate or deny human or minority rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution, if other legal remedies for their protection have already been applied or not specified..

Ensuring the enforcement of decisions

Article 171

Everyone shall be obliged to observe and enforce the Constitutional Court’s decision.
The Constitutional Court shall regulate in its decision the manner of its enforcement, whenever deemed necessary.
Enforcement of the Constitutional Court’s decisions shall be regulated by the Law. 

Organisation of the Constitutional Court. Election and appointment of the Constitutional Court justices

Article 172

The Constitutional Court shall have 15 justices who shall be elected and appointed for the period of nine years. 
Five justices of the Constitutional Court shall be appointed by the National Assembly, another five by the President of the Republic, and another five at the general session of the Supreme Court of Cassation. 
The National Assembly shall appoint five justices of the Constitutional Court form among ten candidates proposed by the President of the Republic, the President of the Republic shall appoint five justices of the Constitutional Court from among ten candidates proposed by the National Assembly, and the general session of the Supreme Court of Cassation shall appoint five justices from among ten candidates proposed at a general session by the High Judicial Court and the State Prosecutor Council. 
On each of the proposed lists of candidates, one of the appointed candidates must come from the territory of autonomous provinces. 
A justice of the Constitutional Court shall be elected and appointed from among the prominent lawyers who have at least 40 years of experience in practicing the law. 
One person may be elected or appointed a justice of the Constitutional Court on two occasions at the most. 
Justices of the Constitutional Court shall elect the president from among their representatives for the period of three years, in a secret ballot.

Conflict of interest. Immunity

Article 173

A justice of the Constitutional Court may not engage in another public or professional function or action, except for the professorship a law faculty in the Republic of Serbia, in accordance with the Law. 
A justice of the Constitutional Court shall enjoy immunity as a deputy. The Constitutional Court shall decide on its immunity. 

Termination of the tenure of office of the Constitutional Court justice

Article 174

Tenure of office of the Constitutional Court justice shall terminate upon expiry of the period for which he/she had been elected or appointed, at his/her own request, after meeting the requirements regulated by the Law for obtaining the old age pension or by relief of duty.
A justice of the Constitutional Court shall be relieved of duty if he/she violates the prohibition of the conflict of interest, permanently loses the ability to discharge the function of a justice of the Constitutional Court, or is convicted of a penalty of imprisonment or criminal offence which makes him/her ineligible for the post of the Constitutional Court justice. 
The National Assembly shall decide on the termination of a justice’s tenure of office, on request of movers authorised for election, as well as on appointment for election of a justice of the Constitutional Court. An initiative to institute the proceedings of relieving of duty may be submitted by the Constitutional Court.

The manner of deciding in the Constitutional Court. The Law on the Constitutional Court 

Article 175

The Constitutional Court shall adjudicate by the majority of votes cast by all justices of the Constitutional Court. 
A decision to autonomously institute the proceedings of assessing the constitutionality or legality shall be passes by the Constitutional Court by two thirds of the majority votes cast by all justices. 
Organisation of the Constitutional Court and the proceedings before the Constitutional Court, as well as the legal effect of its decisions shall be regulated by the Law.
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